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WELL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE Sudan at the Referendum

Photographs by Tim McKulka

The book We’'ll Make Our Homes Here:
Sudan At the Referendum is the distillation
of nearly five years of work in Sudan by the
staff photographer of the United Nations
Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), Tim McKulka.
Itis the first and only book of its kind that
brings together images from all 25 states
of the Republic of Sudan, capturing the
varied cultures, landscapes and peoples of
what since independence has been Africa’s
largest country.

The 16 written contributions faithfully
reflect the regional and ethnic diversity
of Sudan and pose searching questions
about the issue of Sudanese identity. How
do you define Sudan? And how has Sudan
defined you? Who is a Sudanese? And what
does the Sudanese nation signify to you in
personal, cultural or political terms?

This beautifully photographed exploration
of national identity represents an
especially topical contribution to the
existing body of literature about Sudan
at atime when the country’s ten southern
states are heading towards separation
and full independence on 9 July 2011. It
also pays tribute to the nation, its people
and their rich cultural legacy, irrespective
of what may lie in store for its citizens as
they head into a new and uncertain era in
the history of Sudan.

Tim McKulka joined the Public Information
Office of UNMIS in September 2006. Prior
tothat, he was aNew York City-based free-
lance news photographer who had worked
in 22 foreign countries. A native of New
Jersey, Mr.McKulka currently lives in Juba
with his wife Anyieth D’Awol.
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1899-1955
Anglo-Egyptian Condominium

1916

Annexation of Sultanate of Darfur to Sudan

1947

First Juba Conference features new British
policy position that the future of Southern
Sudan is “inextricably bound” to that of
Northern Sudan and the Middle East.

1952
Egyptian revolution brings in a new
government in Cairo that renounces all

claims to sovereignty over Sudan.

1953

In February, Cairo Conference schedules
Sudan’s first self-government election for
September of that year, and no southerners
are invited to the parley. Anglo-Egyptian
Agreement on Self-Determination is signed.

1954

Second Juba Conference of southern
political parties, tribal chiefs and
representatives of southerners living
in Khartoum endorses independence of
Sudan from Egypt on the conditions that a
federal system of government be adopted
throughout the country and autonomy be
granted to the south.

1955

Torit Mutiny triggers Sudan’s first civil war.

1956

Independence

1958-1964
Military government of General Ibrahim
Abbud

1964
Schools closed in south and missionaries
expelled

1965

Roundtable Conference is convened to
address the problems of the south as the
civil war intensifies.

1969

General Jaafar Nimeiri coup

1972
Addis Ababa Agreement is signed, ending
Sudan’s first civil war.

1972-1983
A regional government headed by a High
Executive Council rules Southern Sudan

with a limited degree of autonomy.

1979

Chevrondiscovers oil in greater Upper Nile
region and Southern Kordofan.

1983

Bor Mutiny triggers second civil war.
SPLM/Ais founded. Nimeiriregime enacts
September laws and divides the south into
three regions.

1985

SPLA enters southern Blue Nile and the
Nuba Mountains regions for the first time.
Nimeiri is deposed. Chevron suspends its
oil operations in Bentiu.
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Ingaz coup installs Gen. Omar Hassan Al-
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is suspended. Peace process between the
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isrenounced.
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Ethiopia’s Haile Mariam Mengistu is
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Khartoum Peace Agreement and Fashoda
Accord are signed.

1999
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in the Kenyan town of Naivasha.
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CPA is signed. Garang is sworn-in as First
Vice President. Garang dies in a helicopter
accident and is succeeded by SalvaKiir.

2006

Juba Declaration is signed. The Darfur and
East Sudan Peace Agreements are signed.
Heavy fighting erupts in Malakal, killing an
estimated 150 people.

2008

Heavy fighting occurs in disputed Abyei
border region. Rebels of Darfur’s Justice
and Equality Movement attack Omdurman.
A national census is conducted in April and
May.

2009

Heavy fighting breaks out in Malakal
between soldiers belonging to the locally
based Joint Integrated Unit. The disputed
results of the 2008 census are released.
The Permanent Court of Arbitrationin The
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2010

Sudan’s first multi-party general election in
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2011

The Southern Sudan referendum on self-
determination is held. Elections in Southern
Kordofan State take place. The country’s ten
southern states become the independent
Republic of South Sudan.
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We’ll Make our

Homes

Here

Sudan at the Referendum

TIM MCKULKA

In February 2007 an IOM contracted barge
ground to a halt on a sand bank in the White
Nile about 30 km south of Bor, Jonglei State.
From the deck of the barge, an IDP who had
not seen his homeland in 16 years watched
the crew struggle for three hours to free
the 200 tonne barge with bamboo poles.
“It's hopeless, we'll make our homes here;
he remarked lightheartedly. After a short
while the barge’s engines and the river’s
current managed to free the vessel and a
couple of hours later the returnees docked
at the port of Bor.

The title, We'll Make our Homes Here, refers
not only to IDPs and refugees who have been
separated from their homes by the long

war but also to the historical migrations

that shaped the varied Sudanese peoples,
the trans-migratory communities and the
shifting mosaic that constantly makes and
remakes the country.

The United Nations Mission in Sudan has
published this volume torecord and celebrate
the diverse cultures and perspectives that
exist within Sudan as well as to provide a
platform for peace building activities and
promote inter-community dialogue. The
photographs and writings are not meant to
create divisions or highlight differences but

rather to foster understanding and respect
between neighbors both near and far. The
Sudanese experience offers insights and
lessons for us all about forging peace and
dialogue amidst doubt and bitterness.

The views expressed herein are solely those
of the authors. The United Nations Mission
in Sudan does not endorse or dispute any
of the perspectives offered. In such an
ethnically and culturally diverse nation it
is nearly impossible to hear every voice
but hopefully this volume will serve as a
small contribution to promoting a culture
of tolerance and respect as the Sudanese
people forge a new path.

UNMIS is most grateful to the authors who
have contributed text to this project in the
form of personalreflections, poetry, political
analysis and fiction. Contributions were
received in either English or Arabic based on
the following questions and all translations
have been indicated.

+ How do you define Sudan? And how does
Sudan define you?

+ What is Sudan to you personally, culturally
and politically?

+ Who is a Sudanese?

+ What does it mean to be a Sudanese?
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An Overview of
Sudan’s History

EDWARD THOMAS [PHD]

A Khartoum market

Fried locusts from Darfur; cola nuts from
Chad; dusty open-air book stands selling
Qur'ans and novels from Cairo; Chinese
household goods; Northern ladies with
fancy decanters full of khumra perfume
(cloves and oranges and “Parisian scents’,
as they call them); Congolese rhythms
blaring from stalls run by Southern boys
dressed for an American city; and Saturday
afternoon wrestling matches from the
Nuba mountains. All can be found at Suq
Sitta, a market in al-Hajj Yusuf that ranks
as one of the liveliest districts on the
periphery of Khartoum. Al-Hajj Yusuf was
built up in the 1970s when a modernising
government began to encourage migration
to the national capital from the country’s
isolated countryside.

During Sudan’s decades of armed conflict,
new neighbourhoods were often given harsh
names like Mulazimin, a now-forgotten
security force. Displacement areas like

Jabarona[‘they forced us”] sprang up during

the country’s second civil war that began in
the 1980s and uprooted millions of people.
Mulazimin is today an affluent district and
Jabaronais still very poor - but al-Hajj Yusuf
still projects a sense of Sudan’s possibilities,
diversity and its openness to the world.

Landscapes

Sudan’s urbanisation rate outpaces that
of all its neighbours. Sudan’s remarkable
diversity can be sampled in the more
dynamic parts of the national capital, but
it is rooted in the climate, soils and rocks
of the huge and mostly flat expanse of the
Nile basin. Defined by aring of uplands in the
western, southern and easternborderlands,
the basin has soils that mostly reflect its
varying climatic zones, from the regularly
spaced rainfall belts from the desert of the
North through the savannah lands of central
Sudan to the woodlands in the South. But
within these climatic zones is much local
variation that produces stark differences,
like the silty soils along the river bed of
the Nile that cut through the dry desert
sands or the arid savannah that surrounds
the terraced highlands of the Jebel Marra
massif in Darfur.

Another example of local ecological
diversity lies in the dark clay soils of the
flood region of Southern Sudan, which
come to an end in the red ferrous soils of
the ironstone plateau stretching from the
western end of the Bahr al-Arab/Kiir river
to the hills around Mundriand Juba. The clay
soils are difficult to work, leading people of
the flood region to seek the more reliable




production of milk derived from cattle-
keeping. When the floods come, cattle and
people move to relatively scarce ridges
of higher ground that can sustain a small
amount of cultivation. When the waters
recede, cows graze on the rich vegetation
in the dried-out swamp. In the ironstone
plateau and the hills around Juba, people
are much more dependent on agriculture
because tsetse flies deter the raising of
livestock. But many local communities have
long traditions of making iron implements:
indeed, marriages in the plateau are often
based on an exchange of iron hoes, whereas
cattle is the currency of wedding dowries
in the plains. Here and elsewhere, local
ecologies help to shape economic life,
cultures and prevailing notions of ethnicity.

Rivers and rains have also exerted an
important influence on patterns of urban
development. Colonial powers penetrated
Sudan through its rivers, developing the
cities of Khartoum and Atbara in the North
and founding the river ports of Malakal, Wau
and Juba in the South. Many of Sudan’s pre-
colonial towns are located in the savannah
belt south of the fourteenth parallel where
about 600 millimeters of rain fall annually.
Sinnar on the Blue Nile River and El-Fasher
inNorthern Darfur were the capitals of two
important pre-colonial states in Sudan, and
they both sit on a line stretching below the
desert’s southern fringes on trade routes
that over time linked Sudan with cities of the
Mediterranean and the Hijaz. Although pre-
colonial Sudanese states also traded with
West Africa, the trade routes to the north
and east helped to orient the urban culture
of Northern Sudan towards the Middle East.

Migrations
Sudan’s landscapes partly account for
the country’s susceptibility to outside

influences and its diversity of peoples and
livelihoods. Its history of migrations is
also important. The genealogies of many
Sudanese families start with an Arab
father and an African mother - the tale of
a trader or learned man hailing from the
Middle East who married into an African
matrilineal society, transformed it with his
commercial networks or religious beliefs,
and eventually brought it under his control.
This story truly demonstrates how Sudan’s
adoption of Middle Eastern language,
religion and culture was a slow and largely
consensual process and not a conquest.
But it is a simplification in other respects,
an attempt to cram all Sudanese history
into two boxes marked African and Arab,
the main fault lines of today’s Sudan. Not
all newcomers were Arab. Fulani and Hausa
people came from Cameroon and Nigeria
from the eighteenth century onwards, and
their descendants form one of the biggest
language groups in the country. Zande
people in the South trace their origins to
a group of migrants from the Congo River
basin. Still other Central African people
moved to the greater Bahr el-Ghazal region
as they fled horrific wars that signalled the
dawn of the colonial era.

Migration took place within Sudan too. Some
stories about the origins of the Dinka and
Shilluk peoples of the Southern flood plains
begin in Khartoum (which means “meeting-
place of rivers”in the Dinka language). Some
areas like the Nuba Mountains of Southern
Kordofan have a great Babel of minor
languages - evidence for many historians that
various small groups moved to the mountains
toescape state coercion. People in the fertile,
narrow riverine lands north of Khartoum have
along history of migration to the hinterland,
and this movement was greatly accelerated
by the introduction of colonial taxation in the

nineteenth century. In Darfur, along-standing
drift of people to the south and east of its
desertregions was fanned by climate change,
economic crises and war during much of the
twentieth century.

Stories about the origins of the Sudanese
carry politically important implications.
According to Sudan’s constitutional
law, “indigenous communities existing
in Southern Sudan before or on January
1 1956” have special rights to self-
determination.! That clause has brought
the story of the Arab father and the
African mother into the slow, unfinished
process of Sudan’s self-determination, a
central political process at the outset of
the twenty-first century.

States

Many pre-colonial states existed within
Sudan’s current borders, which took shape
during the colonial period. Some, like the Funj
sultanate in Sinnar and the Fur sultanate in
El-Fasher, embraced Islam; others, like the
Zande state on the modern-day border with
the Democratic Republic of Congo, did not.
States were ruled by hereditary elites who
administered commerce directly instead
of through market mechanisms, and they
used their power to create servile classes
with restricted rights. Domestic slaves,
conscripts and concubines were often
recruited or kidnapped from the weaker,
stateless societies of the interior where
many people lived outside the state and
had never known palaces or prisons in
the memorable words of one Southern
Sudanese academic.

Pre-colonial trade ties with the Middle
East gradually shifted the control of
commerce away from sultans to an emerging
merchant class. This loss of economic power

contributed to the fall of the Funj sultanate,
which was overrun by an invading army from
Ottoman-ruled Egypt in 1821. The Ottoman
Empire set up Sudan’s first colonial state,
known as the Turkiya, and its initial objective
was to procure slaves for the Egyptian
army. It licensed private entrepreneurs
to penetrate the South and transform
stateless societies into convenient sources
of slaves. In the North, the Turkiya did not
engage in slave-raiding or rule through
private entrepreneurs, opting instead to
administer the country directly through a
new bureaucracy that forced farmers to
sell their crops in order to raise money for
the payment of taxes. A system of Islamic
courts imposed Muslim inheritance law,
which divides property among heirs. Small
land holdings were sold off to rich farmers
to pay taxes, and that created a new class of
landless farmers who headed to the south
to try their hand at slave-raiding. Slaves
gradually replaced the departed landless
migrants as agricultural and domestic labour.

The legacy of this period is still felt in
today’s Sudan. The Turkiya established
Sudan’s borders, helped shape a periphery
forged by violence, and concentrated wealth
ina centre dominated by Islam. Slave raiders
from that centre justified their actions in
Islamic terms. Southerners were mostly
non-Muslim and, according to the slave
raiders, their abduction was a form of jihad
or holy war. Even Christian slavers flew flags
with Quranic verses from their forts.

Then and now, many Muslims rejected that
manipulation of the sources of Islamic law. In
Europe and the Muslim world, the movement
for abolition of the slave trade became
increasingly important in political terms
in the nineteenth century. In the 1860s,
the Turkiya regime banned the movement

of slaves on the Nile, the main route to
Northern markets. The backlash was violent:
aprivate army from Bahr el-Ghazal invaded
Darfur to secure alternative routes.

The Turkiya regime began to lose control. A
religious leader named Muhammad Ahmad
al-Mahdi managed to unite disaffected
groups from the Nile valley and Darfur
ranging from traditional Muslim leaders
marginalised by official Islamic courts to
over-taxed peasants and pastoralists. These
disgruntled groups also included westerners
and Nile valley people who had turned to
religion after 60 years of violent economic
and social change. To build up his army,
the Mahdi enlisted slaves and outlawed
slave traders from the private militias
who controlled the South. The charismatic
Islamist leader overthrew the Turkiya in
1885 - and by seizing the centre from its
periphery, he completely reshaped the
relationship between the two, an unequalled
revolutionary feat.

Sudan in the twentieth century
The Mahdiya fell in 1898. Britain had
become the de facto power in Egypt in 1882
- it was one of the Empire’s most celebrated
generals, Charles George Gordon, who died
in the fall of Khartoum -- and a British-led
Egyptian army “reconquered” the country.
A new Anglo-Egyptian Condominium
dominated by Britain was created to rule
Sudan, but it took the colonial rulers another
three decades to annex Darfur and snuff
out all remaining resistance in the South.

The unequal relationship among different
peoples and different zones of Sudan was
exacerbated during colonial rule. Financial
necessity played arole: the administration
of the vast country was costly, and the
pressing need for a secure source of tax
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revenue helped spur the establishment
of export-oriented cotton farms in the
fertile triangle of land between the Blue
and White Niles. Cotton cultivation in a
relatively accessible part of the country
produced quick returns, but it also further
concentrated economic power in the centre
of Sudan.

The economy of the centre was tied into
international markets and made Sudan
vulnerable to foreign wars, booms, busts and
also ideas. The idea of self-determination
took hold after the First World War and
was promoted by the fledgling Soviet
Union and the United States. Inspired by a
nationalist movement in Egypt that achieved
the country’s formal independence in 1922,
a small group of Sudanese army officers
launched a short-lived revolt in 1924.

Many in the army were the descendants of
slaves whose families had been uprooted
and dispersed by the wars of the nineteenth
century. Some of them had lost connections
with their places of origins and no longer
identified themselves on the basis of tribe
or language. They regarded themselves
first and foremost as “Sudanese!’ thanks in
part to their country’s violent experience
of modernity that had spawned a new
patriotism opposed to British rule.

The British reacted sharply to the officers’
revolt, expelling Egyptian personnel
assigned to Sudan and promoting areturn
to the country’s more “traditional” roots.
This British version of tradition reorganised
rural Sudanese society under tribal
leaders invested with new executive and
judicial powers. The British also promoted
traditional religious leaders, including
the rehabilitated family of the Mahdi.
At first these leaders scorned the slave



ancestry of the nationalist revolutionaries
in their newspapers, but they eventually
appropriated the idea of Sudanese
nationalism as a means of pressuring the
colonialists. It was no longer a patriotism
propagated by an army of ex-slaves who
embodied the diversity and flux of Sudan.
It evolved into a smaller movement bound
to the culture of the Northern Nile valley’s
urban elites who looked towards the cities
of Middle East for their guidance and
inspiration.

British policy promoted local cultures to
prevent the emergence of a truly national
culture and shield rural Sudan from outside
influences. The Closed Districts Order
(1932) was the culmination of a series of
pass-laws (similar to others in Africa at
the time) that restricted movements into,
from and within Sudan’s periphery. In order
to control labour flows and restrict trade
and social interaction, the 1932 order listed
the following districts as closed:

(i) Darfur Province

(ii) The Bahr El Ghazal Province

(iif) Mongolla Province [now Equatoria]
(iv) The parts of Halfa and Dongola Provinces
lying west of a distance of 30 miles from the
river between Wadi Halfa and Debba, and
west of a line due South from Debba to the
Southern boundary of the province

(v) The whole of Kordofan Province except
the Central District and the Eastern District
(excluding the two Omodias of Jebel Daier
which will continue to be closed)

(vi) The Upper Nile Province

(vii) The parts of Kassala Province lying
within 10 miles of the Abyssinian frontier
(viii) The whole of the sub-district of
Kurmuk and those parts of the Northern
and Southern Districts of the Fung province
which lie South and East of a line running

from a point on the Western Boundary of
the Province where the road from Renk to
Guli crosses the Khor Abu Khadra thence
North East by E. to Jebel Agadi and Jebel
el Gerrithence North East to Jebel Maganu
thence N.N.E. to Jebel Abu Gerger - thence
in a North-westerly direction through Tub
ElHagur at a distance of ten miles from the
left bank of the Dinder River to a point due
West of Meshra Ereif ed Dik and thence due
East to the Rahad River.2

The Closed District Order is often presented
as a colonial separation of North and South.
In fact, the order’s schedule mapped out
many future conflicts between the centre
and the margins of Sudan - although its
most decisive consequences would be felt
in the South. Insulating the South from
Northern influence was partly intended to
deter the slave trade, which still existed long
after its formal abolition, and the British
associated it with Islam and Arab culture.
The order also pointed Southern Sudan
in the direction of East Africa instead of
Khartoum. In addition, the policy of isolating
the South was an expedient cost-cutting
measure because colonial administrators
did not have to invest in education, health
or economic development. The policy lasted
about two decades before it was abruptly
scrapped in 1946. Events outside Sudan
were pushing the country again towards
national self-determination.

Self-determination

Sudan has had seven constitutions

since 1953 (excluding three periods
of dictatorial rule). The 2005 Interim
National Constitution is the country’s
fourth interim or transitional constitution,
and this profusion of political charters
suggests that Sudan is still something of an
improvised country. Part of the reason for

this lies in British policies that accentuated
differences between North and South and
between town and countryside. After the
Second World War, the British suddenly
abandoned their policy of indirect rule
through tribes and traditions with one that
promoted national self-determination.

Underlying this abrupt departure in policy
was Britain's resolve to thwart independent
Egypt's claim to sovereignty over Sudan,
which was arelatively strong claim under
the international law of the day. The British
did so by promoting Sudan’s independence
on the basis of the Sudanese people’s right
of self-determination. The two big powers
played out their contest through allies in
Sudan’s urban-based nationalist movement.
The tactics of this contest became more
important to Sudanese nationalists
than the hard work of building a political
community that could transcend the many
rifts dividing the Sudanese.

How did the South fit in? In 1947, the
British convened a conference in Juba on
the future of the South. They announced
to a hand-picked group of Southern and
Northern personalities that the South was
“inextricably bound for future development
to the Middle East and Arabia and Northern
Sudan” Southerners at the conference
expressed reservations about joining new
political structures based in Khartoum
because their relatively limited education
and experience in governance would put
them at a disadvantage in dealings with
Northerners. The gap, said one Southern
delegate to the conference, was akin to

"3

“recruits (being) compared to old soldiers!

Southern politicians tried to organise their
case. Atasecond conferenceinJubain 1954,
Southern political leaders reserved their
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The northern portion of the Jebel Marra massif in Darfur east of Kabkabiya. The Jebel Marra area is
the traditional homeland of the Fur tribe and is one of the most fertile areas in Darfur. Wadi Kulma,
Northern Darfur State, June 2010 :



Juba, the capital of South Sudan, is one of the fastest growing cities in the world having transformed
¢ itself from a sparsely populated garrison town to regional capital since 2005. Juba sits on the west bank |

of the White Nile River and Jebel Kujur (Mountain of Spirits) watches over the city.
¢ Juba, Central Equatoria State, April 2010

Aerial view of the Jur River at the end of the dry season. The annual rains which typically fall from March

until November in South Sudan will swell the river and sustain the local communities.

Makwoich, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, March 2010
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right to self-determination but gave their
conditional support to Sudan’s independence
as long as the newly independent nation
adopt a federal system that granted the
South a measure of autonomy. But instead
of setting up Southern institutions, the
British handed over the coercive powers and
apparatus of the colonial state to Northern
administrators and military officers.

In July 1955, Northern troops fired on
striking cotton workers in what is now
Western Equatoria State. The July attack
helped to inspire a mutiny of Southern
troops in the town of Torit one month later.
Northern soldiers quashed the uprising as
the country hurtled towards independence
at the end of that year.

The advent of independence on 1 January
1956 received the support of Southern
politicians. But Northern nationalist
parties reneged on their vague promises
on autonomy for the South that had
persuaded the region’s leaders to endorse
Sudanese sovereignty. Discussions over a
federal constitution were aborted in 1958
by a military coup led by Gen. Ibrahim
Abboud. The new regime adopted a policy
of Islamisation and Arabisation of the South
- the first concerted attempt to impose a
uniform culture on Sudan that began in
tactlessness and ended in the massacres
of intellectuals. By the 1960s, the Torit
mutineers had emerged as a rebel army,
and most Southern politicians had exiled
themselves to East Africa and Zaire, as
the Democratic Republic of Congo was
then called.

From their bases outside the country,
Southern politicians framed their region’s
problems in the broader context of
widespread marginalisation. To underscore

this approach, the Southerner-led Sudan
African Closed District Union party
reserved seats on its central committee
for representatives of Darfur and Kordofan
on the grounds that these regions of Sudan
had also been sidelined. Indeed, the 1960s
witnessed the emergence of political
leaders in Darfur and elsewhere calling
for the development of their regions after
decades of neglect during the colonial
period and the independence era. Some of
them invoked the Southern struggle in their
propaganda, but an alliance of these groups
on the periphery of Sudan’s powerful centre
remained elusive.

Autonomy and modernisation
The war in Southern Sudan outlasted
Gen. Abboud'’s regime and the four-year
parliamentary regime that replaced it. Peace
came in 1972 with the signing of the Addis
Ababa agreement between Southernrebels
and a left-leaning military regime led by
ColonelJaafar Nimeiri. Under the terms of
the peace accords, Southern Sudan became
a single autonomous region endowed with
a government and regional parliament. A
new “permanent” constitution was adopted
in 1973 that supported the inclusion of
Southern Sudan in the structures of the
state. But the special status and powers
conferred on the South by the peace
agreement may have deepened its existing
differences with the rest of the country.

The Nimeiri regime, which had come to
power through a military coup in 1969, tried
to redress the imbalances of the colonial
era through a programme of rapid economic
and political modernisation. The regime
attacked the old and rather discredited
nationalist parties and dismantled the
system of administrative tribalism that had
allowed those parties to treat rural Sudan as
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apliable source of votes. The Nimeiriregime
invested ambitiously in Sudan’s vast, diverse
and impoverished periphery and sought to
make Sudan the breadbasket of the world.
Nimeiri borrowed heavily from abroad to
develop agricultural schemes in the rain-
fed savannah and erect new factories in
the major cities.

At atime of great optimism, several things
went wrong all at once. New projects in
the periphery were mismanaged. Long
established agricultural schemes which had
been the mainstay of the colonial economy
were neglected. Sudan’s gross domestic

product (GDP) contracted as the global

economy stalled and oil prices surged. Rich
countries passed the costs of stagnation to
the struggling economies of the Third World,
and the governments of many developing
countries took out more foreign loans
to prop up their fledgling modernisation
programmes. Drought in Darfur led to
more migration and disenchantment, and
the Mahdist movement brought an armed
expedition from Libya to stage a military
attack against Khartoum.

Nimeiriresponded to crises by seeking out
new allies. He invited the old nationalist
parties into his government, and with them
came leaders of the Islamist movement -
arelatively young and largely urban-based
player in Sudanese politics. Nationalist
parties, like the Mahdist-linked Umma party,
used thereligious pedrigree of their leaders
to build up support in rural Sudan, and
the emerging Islamist movement applied
pressure on those parties to adopt its own
militant rhetoric.

The movement also benefited from its links
to the oil-rich Gulf. Islamists set up banks
in compliance with Islamic commercial laws




and managed to attract huge investments
of Gulf capital at discounted rates. Islamic
banks offered unprecedented access to
credit for urban merchants in exchange
for their political support. The Islamist
movement soon found itself entrenched
at the very heart of a dynamic, urban-
based service economy that oustripped
the slow pace of development schemes on
the periphery of Sudan.

In the South, tensions emerged between
ethnic Nilotic groups like the Nuer and Dinka
on the one hand, whose lives were centred
on the agro-pastoralist economies of the
flood plains, and the inhabitants of agrarian
Equatoria and Western Bahr el-Ghazal on
the other. Nuer and Dinka groups had put
up the most enduring resistance to colonial
rule, and they had been given relatively
little access to schools and employment
opportunities in the military and government
in comparison to the more settled agrarian
population. But the first civil war had
forced many Nilotic people from the flood
plains into exile, and that exposed them to
education and the outside world. Upon their
return to the country after the signing of
the Addis Ababa agreement, these Nilotic
Sudanese figured prominently in the new
institutions of the nascent autonomous
government in Southern Sudan during the
1970s and early 1980s.

Nimeiri sought to control the political
scene by fanning these new tensions
among southerners. He encouraged non-
Nilotic groups to argue for a “redivision”
of Southern Sudan into the three provinces
of the colonial era, which took place in
1983. That same year, Nimeiri repealed
the country’'s permanent constitution
and dissolved the autonomous regional
government based in Juba. Southern military

officers responded by founding the rebel
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement
and Army (SPLM/SPLA) came under the
command of Colonel John Garang.

In Darfur, millions of people were displaced
by drought, which caused a devastating
famine and sparked an epidemic of armed
robberies as the social fabric unravelled.
People fled the chaotic peripheries for
the region’s towns, where common crime
appeared to be soaring and vigilantes
roamed the streets. These problems were
commonplace in many African cities of
the era, but their emergence in Sudan was
interpreted by the Nimeiri regime as a
challenge to the country’s religious order.
Islamists within the regime successfully
lobbied for a religious solution -- the
adoption of penal and other laws based on
a version of Islamic law.

War

Nimeiri's rule bequeathed many enduring
legacies. He spelled out the terms of peace
and war in the South. He tried to use modern
finance and planning to alleviate the colonial
legacy of poverty in Sudan’s periphery,
but in the process he inadvertently ended
up strengthening the centre against the
outlying regions of the country. His era saw
thereturn of Islamist discourse and activism
to the centre of political and economic
change, at a time whenwar in the South was
accentuating the differences between the
Islamised and non-Islamised areas of Sudan.
During his tenure he also contracted most
of Sudan’s still unpaid foreign debts, which
helped trigger his downfall in 1985 and still
represented over 58% of the country’s GDP
in 2008.4

The short-lived military and parliamentary
regimes that followed him were barely
able to manage Sudan’s multiple crises.

The Islamist movement, operating as the
National Islamic Front (NIF), won only about
one-sixth of the ballots cast in the 1986
elections. But over the ensuing years the NIF
divided the national parliament, dominated
the economy and consolidated its power
base in the army. The nationalist parties
that led the parliamentary governments
of the mid- and late 1980s acknowledged
the flaws in the version of Islamic law they
inherited from Nimeiri. But they could never
bring themselves to renounce it, owing to
their own sectarian constituencies. The
SPLA fanned out across the South and even
mobilised supporters amongst groups in
parts of Northern Sudan, Eastern Sudan,
the Nuba Mountains and southern Blue Nile
State that shared the southerners’ sense
of grievance over cultural and economic
marginalisation.

The government responded by mobilising
militias recruited from Northern pastoralist
tribes living near the internal border with the
South. Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi finally
decided to seek a peace deal with the SPLM/
SPLA in 1989, but negotiations were pre-
empted by a NIF-sponsored military coup
that year. The country’s new military leader,
Gen. Omar Al-Bashir, headed a coalition of
financiers, senior security force officials
and Islamist politicians that called itself
the Ingaz, or National Salvation Revolution.

The Ingaz abolished pluralism, pursued a
military solution in the South and adopted
a policy of self-reliance to address the
economic crisis. It was an inauspicious
beginning: Parliament and civil society
organisations were closed down, famines
and destitution drove millions of people
out of Darfur and the South and into cities
in the North. On the periphery, the Ingaz
reconfigured tribal power structures

around its own followers, who then deployed
members of their tribes as militias to
prosecute the war in the South.

Government figures described the war in the
South as ajihad. In the Northern Nile valley,
the cultural heartland of the state, a security
crackdown targeted much of the population,
imposing new Islamic modes of dress
and behaviour that conflicted with local
traditions and repressing dissent through
emergency laws and secret detentions.

The Ingaz leadership continued with its
ambitious agenda. It simultaneously ran
a war in the South, transformed Northern
culture by introducing a rigorous version of
Islam, and tried to export its fundamentalist
ideology to other countries, thereby
alienating many of its neighbours. Several
important developments favoured the
regime: a 1991 split in the Southern
rebel movement meant the government
could wage war in the South through
SPLA dissidents. The government armed
elements within Northern border tribes in
Darfur, Kordofan and Blue Nile State and
mobilised them through appeals to their
religion and culture. This helped to avert
the emergence of a coalition of groups who
might have attempted a seizure of the centre
from the periphery to duplicate the Mahdi’s
revolutionary toppling of the Turkiya.

Government militias created free-fire
zones around supply lines in the South
through campaigns of pillage and abduction.
The strategy drew comparisons with the
nineteenth-century slave trade, but it
also transformed the methodology for
controlling the South. The government
used these militias in the late 1990s to
uproot communities in the oil-rich lands
of the greater Upper Nile region and make

commercial exploitation of the remote
Southern oilfields a feasible project, even
inwartime. Oil transformed Sudan’s external
relations: in the 1990s, Saudi Arabia was
Sudan’s biggest customer, buying about
one-fifth of Sudan’s exports.>In 2000, China
overtook Saudi, and by 2007 it was buying
82% of Sudan’s exports.®

Peace

In 1994, a group of Sudan’s African
neighbours called the Inter-governmental
Authority on Development (IGAD) proposed
a set of principles for achieving lasting
peace in Sudan.” IGAD called for recognition
of Sudan’s diversity, the establishment of a
secular system of government and a more
equitable division of the national wealth. In
the absence of such reform measures, the
IGAD members said that Sudan’s excluded
groups should be offered a referendum
on secession or continued unity with the
rest of the country. IGAD’s diagnosis of
the Sudanese crisis was influential, and
the Ingaz accepted the principle of self-
determination in a peace deal signed with
SPLA dissidents in 1997. But the Ingaz
categorically rejected a return to secular
rule, and the 1997 Khartoum Agreement did
not produce either a ceasefire agreement or
areferendum on self-determination.

The end of the 1990s saw a schism in the
Islamist movement. It occurred at a time
of intense international pressure that
was punctuated by the US bombing of a
pharmaceutical plant in North Khartoum
in 1998 inretaliation for alleged Sudanese
involvement in Islamist attacks against US
targets in Africa. The regime reached an
accommodation with the US and sought
to perpetuate its hold on power through
an audaciously pragmatic alliance with
the SPLM. Internationally sponsored peace
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talks in Kenya eventually led to the signing
of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA)in 2005 by the Sudanese government
and the SPLM/SPLA.

The CPA was a long and detailed document
that sought to resolve the crisis in Sudan.
It proposed a temporary confederation
that would last six years. The North would
continue to be ruled by an Islamic system
and retain its security forces while the
South would establish a secular regional
government financed by Southern oil
revenues. Unlike the autonomous regional
government created under the Addis Ababa
agreement of 1972, the South would
maintain its own separate security forces.

Power at the centre would be restructured
toinclude historically excluded Southerners.
The agreement contained many detailed
provisions to address the causes of Sudan’s
many long conflicts: investment in Sudan’s
vast, diverse and impoverished peripheries;
land reform; and special measures for areas
like Southern Kordofan or Blue Nile that
had been drawn into the war. On the sixth
anniversary of the signing of the CPA, the
citizens of Southern Sudan and the disputed
Abyei region would have the right to pass
judgement on the changes in areferendum
on secession.

The CPA reworked Sudan'’s relationship
with the United Nations. Sudan had joined
the UN in 1956 and contributed troops to
the UN’s peacekeeping operations in the
Congo. One of that mission’s heads was
the Sudanese official Mekki Abbas, who
served briefly in 1961 in the immediate
aftermath of the assassination of the
Congolese prime minister Patrice Lumumba
and later became one of the first UN Under
Secretaries-General from Africa. Over forty



years later, Sudan made its own request for
a UN mission.

The CPA called for the establishment of a
“lean, effective, sustainable and affordable
UN Peace Support Mission” to support its
implementation.® Inresponse to a request
from the parties to the agreement, the
UN Security Council adopted Resolution
1590 on 24 March 2005, establishing
a mission with up to 10,000 military
personnel, in addition to police and civilian
components. Its mandate is to support
the implementation of the CPA ceasefire;
facilitate the return of displaced persons;
clear mines; and promote human rights.

UNMIS chairs local ceasefire bodies which
alongside its international troops have
helped make the CPA ceasefire the most
durable in Sudan’s long history of conflict.
The mission’s support for mine clearance
activities has made a vital contribution to
theroad-building efforts of the Government
of Southern Sudan and its international
partners. UNMIS in conjunction with other
UN agencies has also provided significant
assistance to the millions of ordinary people
who were displaced by the war in Southern
Sudan and returned to their homes during
the peace.

Human rights promotion was also part
of UNMIS’s mandate - one of a number
of long-term changes envisaged by the
Security Council that encompassed the
establishment of the rule of law and a
national, inclusive approach towards
reconciliation. More ambitious and
intangible than the monitoring of a
ceasefire or aroad de-mining operation, the
implementation of these envisioned changes
are more difficult to assess. The CPA parties
certainly have made important legislative

advances: the constitutional Bill of Rights
is one of the most far-reaching documents
of its kind in Africa, and legal punishment
for war crimes was incorporated into the
2007 Armed Forces Act. But many of the
most ambitious CPA provisions have not
been enforced or carried out. For example,
the agreements to address the traumas of
war through national reconciliation or to
reform security systems in order to fulfill
new constitutional and legal commitments
to human rights never materialized.

The CPA marked the start of an alliance
between the Ingaz and the SPLM. That
alarmed groups in other impoverished
and divided areas of Sudan who were left
out of the Kenya-mediated negotiations
that produced the accords. This sense of
exclusion accelerated the transition from
instability to civil war in Darfur. Against
a backdrop of chronic ecological stress
and underdevelopment, the Khartoum
government’s militarisation of tribal
structures in Darfur helped to trigger the
outbreak of a major rebellion in 2003.
The conflict displaced many sedentary
communities who spoke African languages
as well as Arabic, and sent them fleeing
from farming villages to urban areas.
The government associated the farmers
with the rebels and used Arabic-speaking
landless groups of pastoralists to chase
the farmers off their lands. That war was
then replaced by localised conflicts over
Darfur's remaining resources, in particular
the abandoned farmlands.

As its name suggests, the CPA was supposed
to bring about a comprehensive peace, but
itledinstead to a series of bilateral accords
reached between the centre of Sudan and
deeply divided groups on the periphery. The
Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) of 2006

was one such bilateral deal negotiated
between one ethnically identified rebel
faction and the government of President
Bashir. Splitting off one Darfur faction to
sign a weak deal may have been a coup for
the negotiators drawn from Bashir's ruling
National Congress Party. But the DPA did
not halt the atrocities in Darfur.

The DPA remains important, however, for
its insistence onreconciliation and putting
an end to impunity, which had been largely
overlooked in previous peace agreements.
Sudan’s twenty-first century wars attracted
a great deal of international attention, and
some international actors saw the country
as a laboratory for testing emerging norms
in international human rights law. In 2004,
the CPA negotiations were reaching a
climax in Kenya just as huge displacements
of population were transforming the
hinterland of Darfur. The UN Security
Council referred the situation there to the
recently established International Criminal
Court, which granted an arrest warrant for
President Bashir in 2009 on charges of
war crimes and crimes against humanity
(genocide was subsequently added to the
indictment).

Unlike the more militarily proficient SPLA,
the Darfur rebels have used the language
of human rights to frame their demands
for change. In the South, the prospect of
founding an independent Southern state
offers adifferent set of political alternatives.
Reconciliation, justice for war victims,
secession — such political processes may
give the Sudanese people an opportunity
to recast the problems caused by the long
war between its centre and its periphery ¢
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A SAF soldier displays arocket propelled grenade
launcher captured from the Justice and Equality
Movment (JEM) in Omdurman. JEM, which operates
primarily in Darfur, launched an attack on the 7
national capital in May 2008 that was finally
repulsed having come within a couple of miles of
the Presidential Palace.

Omdurman, Khartoum State, June 2008
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SPLA soldiers parade during a visit by the Governor
and Division Commander to their barracks near the
border with South Darfur State.

Timsaha, Western Bahr el Ghazal State,

November 2010
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LEILA ABOULELA

When | think of my childhood, | think of our house in Street 7, in what was then

known in Khartoum as the New Extension
and now isreferred to as Amarat. | lived in it
fromthe time | was born until | was nineteen,
a long, steady time. Years afterwards in
Scotland, Jakarta and Dubai, | would dream
of that house, sometimes night after night,
vivid dreams as if | had not left it, as if |
still had aright to be there. Black speckled
tiles, the steps down to the garden which
in mid-day could scorch my bare feet, a
small patch of white on the dusty pillar of
the porch where | had drawn a cartoon in ink
and concealed it from my father's wrath with
a paste of Vim mixed with water. Physically
in terms of sensations and aesthetics, | am
rooted in Khartoum and to that particular
house. | return to it in my fiction, it is my
base, synonymous with a private idea of
Sudan.

The Jordanian Embassy was to the left of
our house. At daybreak, a man in uniform
would climb up to the roof and hoist the
flag. My brother and | slept outdoors on
the veranda, across from the roof of the
embassy, and often the first thing | saw in
the morning was that blur of flag unfurling.
Across the road was a whole block of empty
land. When it rained, a few tufts of grass
grew on the ground. But for the rest of the
year it was dust and rubble, covered with
bits of rubbish that had blown out of the
skip. Stray dogs roamed the square, barking
and howling through the night. Once | was
awakened by the sound of gunshots the city
council’s attempt to solve the problem.

In the identical house to the right lived an
invisible American family. | say invisible
because none of them ever sat outdoors

or in the garden. They never slept on their
veranda. Their servants, a different calibre
from ours, were serious and alert. Whenever
Irode my bicycle too close to their gate, they
shooed me away with beady eyes.

Once a week in the afternoon, though, a
change would come over our neighbourhood
with the arrival of carloads of Americans
wearing shorts and carrying cooler boxes.
They played baseball in the square in front
of our houses. Its ground was littered with
broken glass that threatened the wheels of
my bicycle. Somehow though, the Americans
managed to make a baseball field out of it.
How they cleared it for that one afternoon
a week, how they managed to push the
stray dogs away, | can’t remember -- but
week after week they came with caps, large
brown gloves and flat plastic squares which
they used as bases. The men batted and the
women cheered. My brother and | stood in
the street watching the game, following the
thud of bat on ball. The few people driving
past craned their heads to look, Southerners
on bicycles stopped and stared. This was
siesta time: shops were closed and the
temperature was probably in the forties. But
surprisingly, the Americans kept running,
kept batting until the roar of ‘Home run!
rang out.

Indoors, if | lowered the toilet cover and
stood on it, | could peer out of the window
at the veranda of our neighbours in back of
us. They were Syrian Christians, the Shawam
who were the backbone of Khartoum’s
business sector. | watched a beautiful,
dewy-eyed mother fuss over her teenaged
sons and saw a family who, unlike us,
celebrated Christmas and didn't fast during

Ramadan. Yet they were Sudanese too --in
how seriously they took their social life, in
their accents, in how Khartoum was their
legacy and home.

A cosmopolitan Khartoum, close to
the rest of the world and welcoming to
outsiders is what | bear witness to. My
mother was an Egyptian woman married
to a Sudanese, my mother-in-law was an
Englishwoman married to a Sudanese. In
the Khartoum of the 1960s and 1970s, they
received admiration and found the space
to be effective. They inspired a younger
generation by bringing in fashion, recipes
and new trends in education. The city was
fertile and brimming with potential. The city
was spacious and languid, close-knit and
unconventional; a place to be innovative
and adventurous. These foreign wives put
up with shortages and bad weather, the lack
of facilities and disruption. They watched
their children grow up to be different from
them, darker skinned and more Sudanese.

What does that mean exactly? To be among
Arabs too African and among Africans too
Arab. To have a disposition towards deep
loyalties, more often than not a self-effacing
nature and a discerning eye. To possess
aspirations not always compatible with
resources and, most unsettling of all, the
ability to hold a grudge for years. But it
is the specific details that brand us, the
knowing: a mid-morning break for fatour, a
fantastic dust-storm, the smell of a bride
and a dusty, sweating child coming home
tired and reeking of school «
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A Lake The Size of A Papaya

STELLA GATIANO | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 26 IN ARABIC SECTION | TRANSLATED BY AWAD ABDULLAH AL-AWAD

Her extraordinary height and good posture reminded me of the papaya tree in

the yard of our spacious compound. | did
not find her beautiful. Grandmother looked
like a gorilla. She had thick lips and a large,
bald head that you could sit on comfortably.
Bulging eyelids covered her bloodshot eyes.

She had a wide piercing on her lower lip
where she put a specially carved straw.
Whenever she removed it, saliva would
flow through. She had a piercing in her
nose and a gap in her lower jaw where four
teeth had been removed. | could see the
horizon through the stretched piercing in
the earlobe of her big ear.

Her ugliest feature was her flat nose.
Whenever anyone commented about how
flat it was, she would retort, “What matters
is that | can breathe through it”

Grandmother had a tremendous tolerance
of pain. One day she went to the bush to
respond to a call of nature and she returned
rubbing her heel. The heel began to swell
but she showed no sign of discomfort.
Innocently, | asked her what was wrong.

“It seems | have been bitten by a snake;
she said.

She took a knife and, without blinking, slit
open the bitten area. | began to worry when
black blood began to stream out of the cut,
forming a black pool of poison and blood.
Grandmother crushed and ground a white
stone and began to fill the cuts with the
powdered antidote.

| keenly watched her features for signs of
pain. Suddenly, she looked up at me and |

drew back sharply. Scared, | tried to stand
up and run. Often when she took any
medication, she would compel me to take
it too, whatever the kind, because she feared
that I might be infected.

She grasped my wrist firmly, and before
| could cry out she made two cuts on the
back of each of my hands and feet. The pain
ran through my veins as drops of my blood
flowed out of the eight openings. She took
the antidote and roughly began to rub the
powder into the cuts.

“This is so that the snakes do not dare to
bite you. And if any of them sees you, it
will not move until you go away from it
she murmured.

And so it came to pass. From that day
onwards, whether | was alone or with her, the
snakes that roamed the house and among
the papaya trees and other plants in our
spacious yard never attacked me.

Our house was made of straw. It had a
circular wall and a short door that forced
us to kneelbefore entering. Inside, we had a
three-step staircase that led to the centre.
In one corner, we had a pen containing more
than 30 cows. The smell of dung, vegetables,
fruits and that of my grandmother filled the
house.

I had lived with my grandmother from the day
[ was born. My mother died in childbirth. My
father died on a hunting trip after a buffalo
crushed him. My grandmother breastfed me
until | was 10 years old. Her breasts were
as big as papaya fruits and contained fresh
milk with no distinct taste except that it

was delicious. | used to breastfeed before |
took the cows to graze and after | returned.
When | was away, | longed for the papaya
fruit in my grandmother’s breast.

I was eight years old when | returned home
one day and | could not find grandmother.
| took the cows to the pen and called out
her name repeatedly. But she did not
respond, and because of my addiction |
lost control. | called out her name louder,
and she responded from our neighbour’s
house, which was separated from ours by
awall made of straw and wood.

“Yes, she said, “have you arrived, daughter?”

She came home and found me desperate,
tears in my eyes.

“Hurry up, I need to breastfeed! | said firmly
and angrily.

She sat on a mat. | started breastfeeding
voraciously, ignoring our neighbour who was
laughing and reproaching my grandmother
for breastfeeding me this late in life.

Grandmother wore nothing except two
pieces of leather that she tied around her
waist under her navel to cover her loins. |
oftenwondered why grandmother covered
up. Why wasn't she naked like me? When |
turned 10 years old, my body began to
change. Grandmother made me two pieces
of leather to cover myself just as she did and
prohibited me from breastfeeding.

These were difficult days. | had sleepless
nights because | yearned to breastfeed and
wanted to be naked. For days, | struggled to

stop these shameful desires. But from time
to time, whenever an opportunity struck, |
would revert to old habits.

Whenever grandmother got drunk after
drinking traditional wine with her old friends,
she forgot herself. She would torment me
after her friends left. After ajoyful evening
of dancing and singing, she would talk to
the dead. Of my dead mother, father and
grandfather, she said; “You, Rebecca, if
you were not afraid of delivery and linking
delivery with death, you would not have died.
You Mario, challenge has killed you in spite
of your fear. And you, my dear husband, your
ignorance has killed you”

Then she would turn to me, heavy-tongued,
red-eyed, her eyelids swollen, the straw on
her flabby lower lip thrashing faster than
her jerking tongue, and say.

“Do you know how your grandfather died?”

“No, grandmother,’ | would respond. | knew
the story by heart: he was executed for
killing an Englishman with his spear because
the foreigner’s stares had vexed him. But my
answer meant nothing to her.

Because of her heavy tongue, her words
come out distorted, as if she spoke from
ajaror afar away place.

“Your grandfather killed an Englishman
during the colonial regime and the court
ruled that he must be executed.

“His judgment was written on a piece of
paper and because he could not read, he
did not know what it was.

“The Englishmen asked him to walk a long
distance to another place where the court’s

ruling would be executed.

“Your stupid grandfather was happy because
the Englishmen gave him a paper and told
him to give it to the people who met him.
“He placed the paper between two pieces
of straw to keep it clean.

“When he arrived, they executed him and
he died, surprise written all over his stupid
face, she said.

She laughed hysterically, asked me the same
question and repeated the story.

She mourned her dead relatives, her
teardrops falling on to her breasts, before
collapsing in a drunken stupor. My heart
danced with joy because | knew | could
breastfeed without staring red eyes or a
masculine voice ordering me to keep away.
| removed my loincloth, threw it aside, and
went to my sleeping grandmother.

She lay sprawled on the ground of our lower
level room, her body exposed. | took her
breasts and began to feed greedily. Her
nipples were salty from her teardrops, and
although it was nasty | did not stop, | liked it.
| clung to her breast, ignoring all the noise
from the thunder outside and the heavy rain
that pounded our straw roof. | went into my
own world that consisted of a lake the size
of papaya fruit. A lake that was invaded by
old age, depleted and inflated and reaching
down to her navel.

One day, we went to fetch water from the
river. We walked along a footpath with long
grass that came up to our waists. | was
15 years old. Grandmother was carrying
a small black jar on her big head, holding
it in place with her left hand. | saw her

armpit hair, burnt red by her sweat. | saw
the horizon through the stretched piercing
in her earlobe.

| counted the wrinkles on her old face and
saw signs of aging in her steps. | saw her
inflated stomach and breasts, which slapped
against her stomach, whenever she walked
or danced. In contrast to the sounds of her
body, she was calm and quiet.

Suddenly she stopped. Ahead, beautiful
butterflies flew over a coloured snake.
Amazed, | joked, “Since when does my
grandmother stop to look at a snake?”

She took a deep breath, and for the first
time I noticed a mixture of fear and sadness
on her wrinkled face.

“This snake bears bad tidings’ she said. We
proceeded silently. After I had lost hope that
she would explain further, she spoke.

“Do you know that | saw your grandfather
some days ago?”

“Inyour dreams?” | asked.

“No”

“But, grandmother, grandfather is dead. How
could you see him?”

“I saw him in the shape of crocodile”

| laughed but stopped immediately when |
saw the seriousness in her face.

“How do you know it is grandfather?”

“By his appearance and other features that
| alone know. When we die, we transform
into other creatures but carry on our
features. We transform without memory,
and grandfather would not remember when
he transformed into a crocodile”

“And what, grandmother, do you want to be
after your long life?”

“I do not know, but | hope to transform into

an eagle,’ she said.

Since grandmother died, | am drawn to
eagles. Whenever | see an eagle, | examine
it, hoping to see my grandmother’s features:
breasts the size of papaya fruit, red eyes,
swollen eyelids and salty milk ¢



UNMIS trucks carrying JIU soldiers depart Wau for
deployment in Abyei. Following deadly clashes in

Abyei in May 2008, the two CPA partners agreed ;

a Road Map to resolve the crisis which included
deploying JIUs toreplace the SAF and SPLA forces
who were involved in the fighting.

Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, June 2008
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Following a series of deadly attacks on the villages around Juba, United Nations Military Observers
(UNMOs) met with the local communities and their military counterparts to investigate the killings.
UNMOs are unarmed military officers who are tasked with monitoring and verifying aspects of the CPA.
Gumbo, Central Equatoria State, October 2006

Senegalese troops serving with the United Nations

i the deserted town of Tina on the Chad border.
¢ Tina, Northern Darfur State, June 2010
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The Deep Commitment Of A Sudanese To His Homeland

ABDALLA ADAM KHATIR | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 30 IN ARABIC SECTION | TRANSLATED BY SIDAHMED BILAL

Every now and then, Aunt Halima Khatir related to me the story of my

childhood. The first time she ever told me
that story, she mentioned to me that in
terms of physique | was a tender, heavy-
set child who perspired excessively in hot
weather. Due to the size of my body, women
would be wary about carrying me for long
distances, especially during family social
gatherings which normally involved many
families congregating in one place. Aunt
Halima told me she was the woman who
would always volunteer to carry me on her
back out of sheer love for my father -- the
brother whom she loved so much.

Aunt Halima is not the only person who
related stories of my childhood. | was also
told that my father (may Allah's blessings
be upon him) especially loved me, perhaps
because | bore such a strong resemblance to
him and was the eldest of his three children.
He would express his love and adoration
through different means including an
abundance of prayers (this was especially
significant in our local culture, given that
the prayers came from a person well versed
in the Qur'an like himself).

As for my mother, suffice it to say that she
gave me her most valuable possession: a
gold necklace called sheff. The occasion
was my admission to the intermediate
school. She made me sit beside her and
hear the story of the precious necklace. It
was originally a leg bracelet given to her
by her grandmother. Her father, who was
a trader moving among the Darfuri towns
of El Fasher, Kabkabiya and Geneina, later
paidto alter the legbracelet into anecklace.
My mother told me that she was waiting for
that day to present the gift to me because it

epitomised her belief that | would be aman
of virtue. | was not sure whether she was
also concerned about my poor physical
condition at the time after completing a
long night trip following a series of arduous
school exams.

Love was in abundance during my childhood
and adolescence, and it was bestowed on
me by all members of my extended family.
It was coupled with the reward of success in
school (and the Khalwah or Qur'anic School)
and later at university. The combination of
that love and care and my own academic
success reminded me of my responsibilities
towards the broader community and the joy
I would derive from helping others as much
as | could. Did this plant the seeds of my
belonging to Sudan as a nation?

During my childhood, | was a keen student
of the local history of Geneina (also known
as the land of Andoka) and admired Sultan
Bahr el-Din, who was regarded with awe by
the British administrators. He was never
subservient to the foreigners and as aresult
of his protestations the British commissioner
of the town was hastily removed during the
rainy season when the mode of transport
was generally a donkey's back.

At a later stage of my life, my family moved
to the town of Kabkabiya on account of
my father’s illness. There | learned about
the town’s splendid historical role as a
crucible of Sudanese commonality that
helped to forge a deep sense of belonging
to a broader nation. The Shoba quarter
in the southern part of Kabkabiya is host
to the ruins of the famous palace of the
Sultan Mohammed Terab, who ruled during

the late eighteenth century. | also visited
the tomb of Amir Sinayn, the last of the
Mahdist warriors in Sudan. A mud barrier
and fortress, remnants of the Turkish
administration and subsequently used by
the British authorities, are located nearby.
My generation of people from Kabkabiya are
proud that the reality of our belonging to the
nation of Sudan has been documented on
paper and through oral histories, all of which
speak about the heroism of our forefathers.

I have had the opportunity to listen carefully
to stories of the sultans, amirs and mayrams
(young female members of the sultans’
royal court) who shaped the history of the
Sultanate of Darfur and its territories.
The stories also described those in power
during the Turkiyya such as the Hakimdars
in the new capital Khartoum. The history
of the Mahdiya was a Darfuri affair: wars
were waged and blood was shed under the
slogan of the supremacy of a branch of
Islamic theology known as Aquida on the
one hand and the continuity of traditions
on the other. This tension still continues.

The British ruled with a relatively light
touch in comparison with the Turkiyya
and therefore did not arouse determined
resistance. During this period, the people
of Darfur and elsewhere in the country were
allowed to observe their traditions and hold
their beliefs in their endeavour to build a
citizenship based state.

When | moved to Khartoumin the late 1960s,
the national capital and the nearby city of
Omdurman were incarnations of a history
that was close to my heart. When | visited
the tomb of Imam al Mahdi, the museum

of Khalifa Abdullahi and other sites of
historical interest, it all felt familiar, and it
helped to consolidate my sense of belonging
to the Sudanese homeland.

During my university years | used to travel
home from Khartoum by fourth class train or
on top of lorries, not caring which direction
they went. My travels have taken me to
Port Sudan, Kassala, and Gedaref in the
East, the Blue Nile region in the vicinity of
Ed Damazin, the White Nile areas around
Kosti, and parts of Kordofan near El Obeid.
A few years ago | had the chance to visit
the South, which | found to be an extension
of the countryside in southern Blue Nile,
Southern Kordofan and Southern Darfur
states.

My trip to the South deepened my
commitment to the notion of a Sudanese
nation. It never occurred to me that Sudan
might be a land of intolerance that was
beyond the realm of efficient governance.
It is true that we are very diverse as a
people, and disasters have been caused by
the country’s central government. But we
stillhave ample opportunity to start afresh,
and the prudent management of diversity
is the key to consensual unity among the
Sudanese people.

My work with the group who founded the
Department of Culture in Khartoum in the
wake of the Addis Ababa peace agreement
of 1972 has strengthened my attachment
to Sudan. Under the inspirational leadership
of the renowned international Sudanese
painter Ustaz Ibrahim al Salahi, we came
together as a small group of young people
with meagre resources who were inspired by

our collective yearning for cultural pluralism.
During those early years | was preoccupied
with transforming the image of Sudan and
thought deeply about the development of
the country.

Material progress can be a hindrance to
listening anew to the tales of childhood. This
is the first time we have become aware of
the value of the‘cultural portal as a means
of belonging. Culture is a vehicle that makes
us more tolerant in the handling of difficult
and trying times. It makes us warm up to
each other and focuses our minds on the
need to overcome conflicts on the basis of
managing diversity. And in the face of those
whom we find ourselves in conflict with, we
resort to our cultural heritage, which tells
us to engage and not fight them but seek
tosettle andresolve conflicts for the sake
of the nation e
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Heavy rains flood the Aweil area displacing thousands of residents including many recently returned
from other parts of Sudan. Much of South Sudan is susceptible to seasonal flooding but this phenomenon
has been exacerbated by construction interrupting natural drainage patterns.

Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, August 2008

A Jikany Nuer woman from Nasser sits amongst
her belongings at Malakal stadium after returning
to South Sudan from Khartoum. Ahead of the self-
determination referendum, tens of thousands of
Southerners returned from the north where they
had fled during the civil war.

Malakal, Upper Nile State, January 2011
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¢ Having fled war, famine and disease for the relative
: safety of IDP camps in Darfur, Dinka returnees from
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State being transported
by IOM prepare to cross the River Kiir/Bahr el
Arab. Beginning in 2006, IDPs began leaving the
camps around Ad Daein for the journey back to
their villages.

Safaha, Southern Darfur State, March 2008
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A Personal Perspective On Sudan

PETER ADWOK NYABA [PHD]

Itis quite unlikely that a person could hold on to the same ideas from their

adolescence all the way into old age. These
ideas, whether of self or the environment
in which one lives, are bound to change
repeatedly with time. My perception of
the Sudan has changed several times. The
realities of my teenaged years have finally
caught up with me in my sixties.

| was born in Watajwok, a small village
located a few kilometres from Malakal,
the capital of what was then Upper Nile
Province. Like many of my village peers, my
immediate social environment conditioned
my perception of self and country. To my
young mind, the Shilluk people made up the
entire world.

The first time | saw someone who was not
Shilluk was in an American Christian Mission
established in nearby Dolieb Hill. Against
the will of my mother, my father enrolled
me in the American primary school in April
1954. With the exception of one Arabic
language teacher from the Nuba Mountains
and three American missionaries and their
families, Dolieb Hill and its environs were
monotonously populated by the Shilluk
tribe. The fact that we lived in the Sudan,
which is host to a multiplicity of races,
ethnicities, languages, religions and
cultures, only dawned on me much later in
life. My awareness of the Sudan as a country
and my Sudanese identity evolved over time,
influenced heavily by the social and political
developments taking place around me.

In the aftermath of the Torit Mutiny of
August 1955, the three southern provinces
of Equatoria, Bahr El-Ghazal and Upper Nile
became embroiled in what the colonial

authorities and the Arab-dominated northern
Sudanese political elites categorised as
the “disturbance of southern provinces’
The mutiny by the Equatorial Corps of the
Sudan Defence Force, the precursor of the
Sudan Armed Forces, spread throughout
Southern Sudan and heralded the beginning
of what later became the long struggle for
self-determination and independence by the
people of Southern Sudan.

I remember the morning of 19 August 1955
vividly. Out of curiosity, we lined the dirt
road that passed by our school in Dolieb
Hill to watch a group of visibly desperate
people, some of them limping, as they
moved in large numbers to the south. Later,
we learnt that these were remnants of the
police, prison warders and wildlife wardens
who hailed from Equatoria Province. They
had been in their morning parade, unarmed,
when northern soldiers attacked them in
retaliation for the events in Torit. Many
died, but the survivors escaped and began
travelling to their native lands in Equatoria.
Our school closed soon afterwards, and we
were sent home onindefinite leave. The sight
of these survivors is still fresh inmy memory.

On 1 January 1956, Sudan became
independent against a backdrop of political
turmoil in its three southern provinces.
They were inhabited by ethnic African
communities who unlike their counterparts
innorthern Sudan, had remained outside the
precincts and retained their suspicions of
the colonial state. Memories of slavery and
the slave trade that thrived in the nineteenth
century under the corrupt Turco-Egyptian
rulers in northern Sudan shaped and largely
influenced these African communities’

relations with the north. The Turco-Egyptian
rulers encouraged this plundering of the
south as away toraise revenues for running
their administration.

| have lived through some of the most
exciting events Southern Sudan has
experienced from the 1950s until now.
My perception of the Sudan and of being
Sudanese evolved and was definitely
influenced by those experiences. However,
this perception mutated with education, the
development of political consciousness and
ideological training.

In my adolescent years as a student in
Rumbek Secondary School, | was an activist
inspired by the secessionist ideas then
dominant among Southern Sudanese in
the 1960s.

When the Rumbek Secondary School was
closed and moved to Khartoum at the
height of the insurgency against the central
government in Khartoum, | joined the rank
and file of the Anya-nya rebels in 1964.

In July 1966, | left the Anya-nya and
travelled to Khartoum to receive medical
attention and return to school.

In the new social and political environment
of Khartoum where peace and the rule of
law reigned, | acquired some political and
ideological training, particularly at the
University of Khartoum. | began to perceive
the social and political developments in the
Sudan more objectively and scientifically.
My time in the Communist Party of
the Sudan (1974-1986) helped me to
conceptualise and converted me to the

cause of a united Sudan. | joined the ranks
of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/
Army (SPLM/A) committed to national
unity. The political and armed struggles we
engaged in sought to destroy the oppressive
regime in Khartoum in order to build a New
Sudan based on social justice, equality,
democracy and peace.

But the SPLM/A ultimately could not
achieve its military objectives and had to
sign a peace agreement with the ruling
National Congress Party. Not only did the
2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement
transform the SPLM/A vision of the New
Sudan, it also paved the way for Southern
Sudan’s eventual secession.

In January 2011, the people of Southern
Sudan exercised their inalienable right to
self-determination in a referendum where
98.83 per cent voted for secession. | voted
for secession. As a participant in the social
and political process for more than half a
century, | am convinced that was the right
decision. The people of Southern Sudan have
opted out and will become independent on
9 July 2011. This will push into oblivion the
concept of the New Sudan. | have no qualms
or regrets.

The secession of Southern Sudan epitomises
the failure of the Sudanese political class in
state engineering and formation as well as
in the building of a Sudanese nation from
the conglomerate of its peoples.

After five decades of independent
statehood, Sudanese officialdom
reintroduced “region’, “tribe” and “religion”
as elements of personal identification

instead of citizenship. The slogan “unity in
diversity” became a farce or material only
fit for political consumption in the face of
Islamist efforts to impose Sharia law and
project their Arab identity onto all of the
Sudanese. It had no bearing on the social
and political realm of the country.

Nevertheless, the secession could be an
opportunity for leaders in the north and the
south toreflect on possible ways to avoid a
repetition of the same mistakes and policies
that engendered the secession.

The best option in my opinion would be
to end the tendency to centralize power
and build democracy into every social,
economic and political process in order to
avoid alienation. This would give the local
and regional political elites a measure of
power and at the same time weaken the
centre that has been dominant for a very
long time.

Sudan and being Sudanese do not appeal
to me in the same manner they did when
| was at university as a student and a
lecturer. As people’s social awareness and
self-consciousness grow, it will necessitate
a redefinition of the parameters by which
the Sudan as a country and as a people can
be categorised «
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The Importance of Education

SIBRINO BARNABA FOROJALLA

I never fought in Sudan’s first civil war. Like hundreds of other youths in
Southern Sudan, I had every intention of participating in the armed conflict
that erupted in 1955 and came to be known as Anyanya One. But the rebel
leadership decided that young people were too precious to waste on the
battlefield, and they instead sent to the frontline older soldiers and members
of other organized forces from the Torit mutiny of that year.

| supported the armed struggle by getting an education outside Sudan
along with some of my peers.

I returned to the country in 1975, three years after the government of Gen.

Jaafar Nimeiri and the Southern Sudan Liberation Movement signed the

1972 Addis Ababa peace agreement. An autonomous regional government

was created under the terms of that agreement, giving southerners their

first taste of limited self-rule. But the experiment ended abruptly in 1983

when the High Executive Council was dissolved by presidential decree and
Southern Sudan was divided into three
regions -- Bahr El-Ghazal, Upper Nile and
Equatoria.

The country’s second civil war that began
in 1983 was led mostly by contemporaries
from our years in secondary school who left
to join the newly formed Sudan People’s
Liberation Army/Movement.

| stayed behind to ensure that the younger
generations entrusted to us in the nation’s
universities completed their education in
preparation for a future Southern Sudan,
which in our minds would definitely be
established at some point.

My efforts to support the armed struggle by
imparting education to the youth of Southern
Sudan were suddenly undermined by the
Khartoum government’s decision to move
universities in the south to the national capital.

Then a window of opportunity opened. The
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) offered me a

job as an Education Officer that enabled
me to travel widely to remote areas of the
country, promoting primary education and
teacher training.

Inwesternand eastern Sudan, local Education
Officers led by UNICEF staff persuaded
nomadic groups to send their children,
including girls, to school. At first, they
encountered serious resistance among these
groups to the strange notion of sending their
daughters to school. Some clans even claimed
that their women did not give birth to girls and
therefore had none to enrol in school.

Visits to local Koranic schools revealed the
betrayal of the people’s right to education.
Though the pupils could recite the many
verses of the Koran faultlessly, they could
not read or write the Arabic language.

In the course of my travels, | met country
folk unblemished by the political propaganda
found in Khartoum and other large towns. It
was during meals shared inside traditional
tents made of animal skins that | realized
how neglected our local people had been
by Khartoum. East, west, north and south,
they suffered the same deprivations
amidst abundant national wealth. It was the
exploitation of the people’s ignorance that
made them easy prey torule.

In spite of suffering the longest armed
conflict in Africa and having been caught up
in it during almost the whole of my lifetime,
Sudanremains extremely dear tome. Tobe a
Sudanese involves many different meanings.
Until now, it has meant that you belong to
the largest country in Africa. It also means
belonging to a multi-cultural, multi-racial,

multi-lingual, and a multi-religious society.

But it also means acceptance of the very
high levels of illiteracy, the challenges of
widespread poverty and the lack of basic
services in large parts of the country,
especially in the countryside. It also means
living modestly while supporting and
accepting responsibility for a large number
of dependants, especially if one is more
economically empowered. The younger
generations and non-Sudanese may not easily
comprehend this sociological phenomenon,
for now.

These are the essences of what it means to
be a Sudanese.

Owing to its vast physical size, its variety
of religions and the different origins of its
people, the Sudan has awidely diverse culture.
Butinstead of seeing this cultural diversity as
a constraint to national unity, it should have
been used to foster unity. The starting point
could have occurred at the level of states and
then moved on to regions such as Greater
Equatoria, Eastern Sudan and Darfur.

Aunited Sudan could have had a great future
from a political standpoint. Now that it will
splitinto two separate nation-states, it could
still fulfil that promise as long as the Sudanese
inthe north and south can accept certain basic
principles. They should agree to register only
those political parties that have a national
base, accept democracy as the only viable
system of governance, and reject political
parties that operate on the basis of religion
and religious dogma e

POEMS
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Oh My Charming Country

My African-ness

SIDAHMED ALHARDALLOO | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 34 IN ARABIC SECTION YUSUF KUWA MEKKI
For you I would fight the wind Oh sigh oh tune My brothers, Brothers,
For you my heart is broken Oh song of religious praise With a thousand of my apologies Forgive me

For you I would be killed
And with you I am killed

For you oh noble grief

For you oh sweet dream

For you oh homeland

For you oh Nile

For you oh Night

Oh good and beautiful one

Oh my charming country

The one with Jallabiyya (men’s robe) and Toab
(women’s sari)

Sirwal (traditional men’s trousers) and
Markoob (traditional men’s shoes)

Jibba (Mahdist robes) and waist coat

Sword and knife

Oh good and beautiful one

Oh face full of songs

Full of love and tenderness

Oh girl whose breasts have just started to grow
Bearing an abundance of girls and boys

Oh good and beautiful one

Birds of Autumn

Oh chapter from the Qura’an

Oh oasis in a desert

Oh lock of hair oh moon

Oh good news oh tomorrow

Oh good and beautiful one

Oh forest of wheat spread over the land like
a morning

Oh farm of papaya

Oh anger of Hababai sand storms (in the East)
Oh palm tree watered from a dawn’s drool
Oh two stanzas of poetry descending upon the
world with yearnings and tenderness

Oh good and beautiful one.

Oh Nile ....Oh Night

Oh you the thrown one under the sun as a
shade from the afternoon heat

Oh Nubian look

Oh Arabic word

Oh African tattoo

TRANSLATED BY SIDAHMED BILAL & OMER ELTAYEB

Forgive me,
Forgive me for my frankness
For my courage.

Let me tell you,
Despite all the talk
About my Arabism
My religion,

My culture...

I am a Nuba,

I am black,

I am African.

African-ness is my identity
It is entrenched

In my appearance,
Engraved in my lips,

And manifested by my skin.

My African-ness

Is in the sound

Of my footsteps

It is in my bewildered past

And in the depth of my laughter.

For my frankness and courage
Despite my grandfather’s humiliation,
Despite my grandmother’s sale into
Slavery

Despite my ignorance

My backwardness

My naivety...

My tomorrow shall come.

I shall crown

My identity with knowledge

I shall light my candle

In its light

I shall build my civilization,
And at that time

I shall extend my hand,

I shall forgive those who tried
To destroy my identity
Because my aspirations

Are love and peace!

ISHAQ AL HALANGI | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 26 IN ARABIC SECTION | TRANSLATED BY SIDAHMED BILAL AND OMER ELTAYEB

The migration of birds of autumn  in the sweet season of yearning

Their departure at sunset stared up a feeling that I could not bear

I withheld feelings of yearning and longing
But then I let the tears feel free  and run

trying to hold back the tears

Why oh birds of autumn I have to carry the greenness of my feelings amid the summer

Under the clouds I could see migration squadrons vanishing quickly

Why oh birds why is the sorrow  he taught you the sorrow of farewell

And I know that this is not the first journey to a faraway land without belongings

Like you fear from the winds we fear also from the meaning of being lost

Oh autumn birds why the ordeal the clapping of your wings is so sad

The one who has been away for years ~ why the singing of the birds this evening troubled him

It reminded him of someone who was so close who always calmed him down and oftered support

Uttering nice words to him that calmed his feelings and made him melt down

The happy amongst people is the one who does not experience being a part from the beloved ones

My situation in being away from home has made me pay the light of the eye as a price.



WE'LL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE

i) il il o dael | GSUbY! 2y (al 510y oo izl ] o xel) 15 asi ] g3lSLias Ros slis
K3 Liled oo goasill G odblge 04+ xittis &gl juons I ol LUl dsilsgud! dsdall lgdlly glsgudl
dikial) pguSle Wlinll pvso SN (ol dikaio 8 pgisiblo 05 vl do ol & psulls Jos

Al A galo (ol diboio S Sy

A young girl gathers her belongings as she flees south from Abyei town after deadly clashes between
the SPLA and SAF destroyed the town and displaced 50,000. Both the resident Dinka Ngok and the
nomadic Misseriya who graze their cattle in the region during the dry season claim Abyei as their own.
Wunpeth, Abyei Area, May 2008

SPLA soldiers prepare to redeploy out of the Abyei
Area following the agreement of a road map to
resolve the ongoing crisis. According to the road
map both SAF and SPLA were to redeploy leaving
JIUs to secure the area.

Manyang, Abyei Area, July 2008
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¢ A man registers to speak at the citizen hearings
. held throughout Blue Nile State. The citizen
hearings are an integral part of the Popular
Consultation process, which were designed to
ascertain the views of the population of Blue Nile
and Southern Kordofan States about whether the
CPA had met their expectations.

Musfa, Blue Nile State, January 2011
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Sudan: Past, Present and Future

MAHGOUB MOHAMMED SALIH

Sudan is a vast and diversified country--a million square miles extending

from the Nubian Desert in the north to
the equatorial jungles in the south, from
the Red Sea Hills in the east to the sandy
dunes of Darfur in the west. Hundreds of
tribes and languages, different cultures
and religions co-existed side by side
for centuries--sometimes in harmony,
sometimes in conflict, but always in
interdependence. This colorful mosaic
pattern represented the spirit of Sudan.
It was a British administrator, Sir Douglas
Newbald, who eighty years ago noted this
factin an illuminating paragraph about his
experience in Greater Kordofan Province
during the 1920s:

“|l spent nine happy years--1920-8--in
Kordofan. This province is a microcosm of
the Sudan. It has Arabs and Nuba, towns and
countryside, avariety of scenery from sheer
desert in the north to the Nuba hills and
lush vegetation of the Bahr el Arab in the
south. It has the largest Gum Arabic market
in Africa and the tiniest village shops. It has
railways and camels. It is one and a half
times as big as Italy..Where is the soul, the
spirit of the Sudan? It is not to be found in
any one place or institution or Province. It
is not caged in any one Mudirya (Province),
or the Gordon College (now University of
Khartoum) or Arab encampments, or Nuba
Hills, or Omdurman Suk. It is in all places.
Itis scattered like dust and of many colors.
No individual, no party, no tribe can claim
it as their monopoly. All who are in Sudan
canshare it.*

This was, and still is, true, but it seems that
some of us sometimes forget it.

Like the words of the colonial administrator,
the photographs in this volume are a timely
reminder of the “spirit” and great diversity
of the Sudan. But however diverse Sudan
may be, there is always an invisible thread
that runs through this diverse mosaic
binding the various elements together. It
is “interdependence”-- an adhesive force
created by the people for the people. It
transcends all constitutional labels like
federalism or confederalism —- or even
separation. It has been there for ages and
will continue to be there in the future,
irrespective of constitutional labels.
Politicians may sometimes forget it, but
neither the southerners who ran away from
avicious war in the south seeking safety in
the north nor northern nomads who spend
eight months a year in the south are likely
to forget or forsake it.

But this “thread” sometimes comes under
great pressure and is over-stretched to
the breaking point. Today, we have come
to a crossroads with southern citizens
opting for separation to set up their own
independent state. This requires wise and
farsighted handling if we are to maintain
this interdependence that safeguards
the interests of both southerners and
northerners.

To start with, let us remember that the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA)
is neither a “unity” nor a “separation
agreement!” It is a peace agreement. This
means that its end result must be peace,
regardless of whether Southern Sudanese
citizens opt for unity or secession. Peace
must be maintained before, during and

after the referendum, and more so after
separation. But we must also understand
peace in its broader sense. Real peace is
aprocess of transformation of conflictual
and destructive interactions into more
cooperative and constructive relationships.

Secondly, secession is not the end of
history. It should not be allowed to
encroach on interdependence. We must
remember that interdependence is a fact
of life created and fostered by geography,
history, mutual benefits and neighbourly
coexistence over the centuries. But to
maintain and strengthen interdependence
in all regions of the Sudan, structures of
governance must change drastically. Change
is inevitable. Interdependence requires
people to coordinate their efforts and
work together for mutual benefits without
sacrificing their deep values and identity.

I belong to a generation who was active inthe
national movement that achieved Sudanese
independence in 1956. We were committed
to the unity of this vast country with its rich
diversity and regarded that diversity as a
source of pride, prosperity and power. We
entertained great expectations and high
hopes for building unity in diversity. If
these hopes had beenjolted months before
independence by the mutiny of southern
soldiers in Torit in August 1955, it only
increased our determination to maintain
unity in the face of all challenges. Hence the
many attempts toreach a peaceful solution
--the Roundtable Conference of 1965, the
1972 Addis Ababa Agreement and, lastly,
the CPA.

Unfortunately, the CPA ended in separation
rather than unity. This is a saddening result
for all those who genuinely believed in
the unity of the Sudan. It is a traumatic
experience, very painful and very disturbing.
Yet it is not the end of the road. It denotes
the end of one type of relationship, but it
does not exclude other more viable types.
It simply tells us that the CPA model of one
state, two systems is not viable as far as
Southern Sudanese citizens are concerned.
We respect and accept their decision.

| therefore venture to suggest that we
look for a new model - one of two states,
one country that recognizes the historical
interdependence and mutual relationship. |
feel encouraged by the fact that the regional
Government of Southern Sudan unanimously
agreed to call the new state South Sudan,
thereby acknowledging that they still belong
to this one country, the Sudan.

It is a meaningful gesture. We need to build
onit. We need to look at the establishment
of the new state as simply a constitutional
arrangement that does not detract from the
one-country vision. But such a task needs
visionary statesmanship on both sides to
implement it. It remains to be seen whether
we shall have it e

WE'LL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE



A Southern Woman’s Voice

Sudan means a lot to me. The people, their different tribes, cultures,

languages and traditions all define Sudan.
As a Sudanese citizen, it is my God-given
place to live, and the South is my home. It is
host tomy people, my traditions, my culture,
and my ancestors.

| was born and brought up in Sudan. |
underwent my primary and secondary
schooling in the South. | learnt the
language, culture and the economy and
politics of Sudan. But as | progressed and
received a higher education, | began to
notice underlying differences, conflicts
and tensions among the Sudanese people.
Different citizens living in different regions
were treated differently. As a southerner,
| began to question my identity. Did |
belong to Sudan? Or did | only belong to
the Southern Sudan region?

The educational opportunities | have had
are arelatively recent development. Most
people in their sixties and seventies never
went past class four in primary school.
Their education was limited to prevent
them from expanding their knowledge,
their experiences and their view of the
outside world.

But the type of education on offer today
does not broaden our understanding of the
world, of people, or of how human behaviour
impacts on society. It is very difficult for
young people to expand and put into daily
practice what they learnin school. But when
they leave school and begin to experience
life outside the classroom, they get a new
viewpoint and learn how to cope in different
situations.

When | completed my formal education, |
got a job with the Ministry of Culture and
Information in Malakal and later transferred
to Khartoum for training as a photographer.
I subsequently left the country and joined
the liberation struggle. | enrolled in a
college for training military officers and
studied public administration. It expanded
my perceptions and gave me the knowledge
to help the country, especially the Southern
Sudanese people.

After completing my studies, | served with
the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. Other
women who joined the liberation struggle
also fought side by side with their male
counterparts. | learnt many things in the bush.

Although it has not been fully implemented,
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA) did end a war that lasted more
than two decades. But the ongoing tug of
war over the implementation of the CPA
is a clear indication that the unity that
was established as a paramount goal of
the peace has not been the unity that we
Southerners envisioned.

Why were our brothers in the north not
serious about convincing us to opt for
unity? No step was ever taken towards
national reconciliation. We have had many
opportunities in the last six years to initiate
reconciliation and interact with each other. It
is true that we southerners and northerners
have met each other at various workshops and
conferences during this period. But no tangible
effort was made to confirm that we are one
people, to acknowledge past mistakes, to
forgive each other so we can move together.

Some progress has been achieved during
the CPA era. The voices of women have been
heard, as is reflected by the provision in
Southern Sudan’s Interim Constitution
that 25 per cent of all positions at all levels
of government should be held by women.
The percentage of elected government
officials who are female is not bad. They
are participating effectively, discussing
and exploring issues that face women and
identifying those challenges that need to
be addressed.

Women'’s issues affect not just women but
allmembers of society. We need our voices
to continue to be heard until we achieve the
freedom and stability of women as well as
that of our children, our husbands and our
brothers and sisters.

The future of this country is very delicate.
The citizens of Southern Sudan and the
Sudanese in general paid attention to the
referendum process and participated in it
in large numbers.

[ thank our national government for allowing
the people to vote in the referendum without
any widespread intimidation. | am also
grateful that the international community
gave its full support to the Sudanese people
and their wish to conduct the referendum
in a peaceful way.

As citizens, it is our responsibility to take care
of ourselves and our community. Each citizen
hasarole toplay inorder to maintain peace «

Reflections On Sudan
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RASHID DIAB [PHD]

Sudanis aland of multiple cultures that naturally come together to affect

the beliefs and lives of people. It possesses
a unique amalgamation that draws from
many directions: migration has been
taking place since the time of the early
Arabs who came to North and West Africa,
mixing with indigenous African culture and
creating special habits, customs and unique
traditions as they made their home in this
huge space now known as modern Sudan.
There are more than five hundred tribes
in Sudan, and each tribe has its own music
and art, dialect, and traditions. These tribes
have lived together in the same space for
centuries, developing a special respect,
tolerance, solidarity, and acceptance of
each other.

Since | was a child, | have been extremely
impressed by this potpourri, especially
when | travelled across the length and
breadth of the country. | felt a deep sense of
belonging through the solidarity, openness,
and acceptance of each person. It is the
ethic of the people that creates the flavour
and the sense of space, and their warmth
perpetuated the affinity, a feeling | did not
experience in any other country. It is the
people, after all, who make a land suitable
for happy habitation, and the generosity of
Sudan’s people knows no bounds.

Sudanis incredibly diverse. With different
climates, the desert, the jungle, the regions
of the north and south have a variety
of motifs and patterns. The richness is
amazing, and | feel a great sense of pride
from belonging to such variety. Within the
diversity there is animmense cohesiveness.
For example, in North Sudan there is a
tradition of placing mural paintings in the

entrance of homes in the manner of Nubian
communities that is reminiscent of ancient
Sudanese and Egyptian temples. But
these murals have a mixture of Christian
and Islamic motifs, and you will find
drawings of crocodiles in the same space
as Arabic letters. In South Sudan there is
a proliferation of wood sculpture. In the
East of the country, the bottle gourd or
calabash is dried to make bottles, utensils
and pipes. All these diverse and beautiful
images create a specific style of life for the
Sudanese people which is shared in every
part of this land. Wherever | travel in the
world, | carry this complete canvas of what |
call “the true Sudan”with me. It is an identity
forged from several complex combinations
of culture and people.

It is indeed unfortunate that the leaders
of Sudan who, | am sure, are aware of
this diversity, have not played a strong
role in creating a strong nation. Since
independence in 1956, politics has created
division instead of unity. This is the tragic
weakness of Sudan. My belief is that we
respect each culture, within its own context,
without forcing any change to it. We need
to conserve our heritage and present it to
the world as a unique Sudanese culture. |
truly uphold the belief that one cannot be
Sudanese unless one is part of this vast
culture. In my eyes, a Sudanese is one who
appreciates this culture and embraces it
without prejudice.

In Sudan, we too are facing globalization that
is affecting our unique particularities and
culture. [tis not just education that gives a
sense of unity but also a collective cultural
passion that fires the imagination and bonds

people. My contributionis to create a sense
of citizenship by perpetuating a national
identity that rises from this vast Sudanese
culture. This is where my dream begins, and
my work is a means to achieve this end. My
vision of unity is a creative one, and | invite
young and old to respect their heritage. My
aim is to bring together divergent cultural
trends to create ambitious projects.

My art also reflects my roots and is deeply
subjective. | paint and sketch scenes of vast
spaces like the desert and the majestic River
Nile, which provides eternal sustenance over
the course of history without requiring
compensation. | also thrill in portraying
innumerable scenes of women in traditional
Sudanese clothes. To me, these painted
women in their isolated setting in the desert
looking towards a perfect horizon represent
asearchfor the ideal. This is a sample of life
| symbolize constantly.

My endeavour is to represent a sense of
unity inmy art and to facilitate a desire for
unity amongst my people. | believe Sudan
is like a bouquet of flowers: each flower
has its own beauty, but when you bring all
these flowers together as a bunch there is
symmetry, harmony and splendour e



¢ Pagan Amum, the Secretary-General of the
¢ SPLM and GoSS Minister of Peace and CPA
Implementation, speaks at a rally hosted by the
SPLM Youth League on the eve of the historic
¢ self-determination referendum for South Sudan.
i Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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President Omar Hassan al Bashir enters the
National Parliament to be sworn in as President
following his victory in the April 2010 national
elections.

Omdurman, Khartoum State, May 2010
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© Senior members of the GoSS leadership including
GoSS President Salva Kiir Mayardit (in hat) watch
as President Omar Hassan al Bashir's plane departs
Juba after a visit to the southern capital in the run-
up to the referendum.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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Myth vs Reality of The Sudan

JACOB J AKOL

The geographical reality of the Sudan is defined by its international

borders, largely crafted by foreign powers
in their national interests in the late
nineteenth century. Internally, however, a
myth of what Sudan should look like rather
than what it actually is has been created in
the last fifty years, and it presents a false
identity of the Sudan as an exclusively
Islamic and culturallyArab nation in the
heart of Africa.

The guardians of this identity took it upon
themselves to proclaim a messianic-like
mission to convert to Islam not only the
southern third of the Sudan that has resisted
both Islam and Arab culture for centuries,
but also the rest of non-Muslim Africa. In
a tour of Eastern Africa before he became
prime minister in 1966, Sadiq al-Mahdj,
grandson of the Sudanese “Mahd{” of the
late nineteenth century, declared in Somalia
what has been the guiding principle for the
policies of successive Khartoum-based
governments towards Southern Sudan:

“The failure of Islam in Southern Sudan
would be the failure of the Sudanese Muslim
to the international Islamic cause. Islam has
aholy mission in Africa, and Southern Sudan
is the beginning of that mission”

To achieve that policy objective, the
missionaries of this myth embarked on a
campaign of sustained misrepresentation
of Sudanese identity through books,
newspapers, radio, television and any other
means of communication as being Islamic
in its faith and Arab in its culture.

The distortion of identity by elite groups in

the centre initially alienated the one-third
of the national population residing in
Southern Sudan and subsequently the
inhabitants of the Nuba Mountains, the Fur
in Darfur and the members of various ethnic
communities in southern Blue Nile State
and Eastern Sudan. The bitter fruit of this
misguided policy was nearly forty years of
war between Northern and Southern Sudan,
resulting in over three million deaths and
the displacement of another four million.

But while the centre was using Islam and
Arab culture and language to convince
African communities in the North to wage
war against Southern Sudan, people in
Eastern Sudan, southern Blue Nile State
and the Nuba Mountains later joined
southerners in their struggle for freedom.
And as the centre dragged its feet in peace
talks in Kenya throughout 2003, the Fur of
Western Sudan rebelled that same year,
forcing Khartoum to sign a peace agreement
over a year later with the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement on 9 January 2005.

But the Fur paid the price of that peace
as Khartoum launched a major offensive
againstrebel forces in Darfur that included
the use of government-backed Janjaweed
militiamen. At least 300,000 people died
in the ensuing fighting, which the United
States government later termed a genocide.

How then should | define the Sudan? Not
surprisingly, the mythical Sudan has been
a burden to me and millions of others
who have been victimised by it. So let me
paraphrase my book, Burden of Nationality,
to capture the essence of the Sudan:

Burden of Nationality is a story of post-
colonial Sudan. It is a story of a people
who suddenly find themselves in the same
net under the same flag along with their
traditional enemies. It is about a people
trying to find their fair and just place within
that net. It is about a people trying to break
away from a forced and unfair unity about
which they were never consulted. It is about
a people who are humiliated daily by self-
imposed governments in a remote capital;
a people whose armed forces, not being
accountable to their citizens, behave like
occupation armies.

Burden of Nationality is about the mythical
Sudan, a country that |, and | believe millions of
others, would not willingly wish to be part of

A Fact Recognised By The Souls
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KAMAL AL GIZOULI [PHD] | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 46 IN ARABIC SECTION | TRANSLATED BY SIDAHMED BILAL AND OMER ELTAYEB

For the Sudanese people to reconcile with themselves, they must first come

to terms with their diversified reality, which
can not be described without resorting
to the use of complex expressions and
complicated theories. The manifestation
of this reality is not immediately visible
to the naked eye in its simple popular and
comprehensive forms -- not only physically
but also metaphysically.

A good metaphysical example of this simple
manifestation of Sudanese diversity is an
anecdote which we heard from General
Salva Kiir Mayardit, the First Vice President
of Sudan and President of the Government
of Southern Sudan (GoSS), when we visited
him in Juba in late July 2010 to offer our
condolences over the death of the GoSS
Minister of Agriculture, Samson Kwaje.

We met at the offices of the GoSS President
in the Southern Sudanese capital, and by
sheer chance we were a mixture of different
people: Arabised and non-Arabised,
Muslim and non-Muslim, some from the
national government in Khartoum, some
from the political opposition, and still
others from civil society organisations.
The conversation on that occasion went in
different directions, as is usually the case
in such gatherings, and as it was the first
time | had been so close to General Kiir |
had the opportunity to enjoy his excellent
style of conversation.

He told us that in the days just before the
final signing of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement, Dr. John Garang De Mabior took
adelegation of political, military and media
leaders of the Sudanese People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM) from Nairobi to meet

local tribal chiefs and ritual performers
(known locally there as Kojour) at New Site,
which was one of the areas inside Southern
Sudan that had been liberated by the SPLM.
The purpose of the visit was to emphasise
the importance of the roles those chiefs had
played during the war and would continue
to play during the coming period of peace.

In General Kiir's account, the Kojour men
began a special prayer at the end of the
meeting to bless the forthcoming peace. In
the delegation who accompanied Dr. Garang
and General Kiir from Nairobiwas a Nubian
journalist named Mustafa Sirri from the far
north of Sudan, and some of the southerners
explained to Mustafa that the Kojour men
at one point would whisper some prayers
into the ear of a huge ox, whereupon the
beast would shake its head, urinate and then
kneel down in the direction of the north. That
would be interpreted as a sure sign that the
peace had indeed been blessed.

Although Mustafa was known to be a man
who enthusiastically embraced diversity
and differences between cultures, the
journalist did not believe a word that he
was being told. Yet as soon as the Kojour
men performed their ritual and whispered
their prayers in the ox’s ear, it immediately
shook its head, urinated heavily and knelt
down facing the North!

At that moment, General Kiir watched
Mustafa as his face gradually became
extremely pale. When the ox fell to the
ground with its eyes popping out, its legs
stiffening and its urine pouring down
beneath it, the startled Mustafa began to
run away, and some of the younger members

of the delegation took off in hot pursuit. The
journalist eventually was persuaded toreturn
to the gathering, and everyone present then
dissolved into hysterical laughter, including
Dr. Garang and the Kojour men!

Before the GoSS President had managed
to finish his story, we too found ourselves
erupting in loud bursts of laughter. Amid all
the guffawing triggered by General Kiir's
story, | thought to myself how great and
wonderful is our cultural diversity with its
Islamic, Christian and indigenous religions
and their respective characteristics and
tastes.

There is no nation on earth, no matter
how advanced it may be in materialistic,
economic and scientific terms, whose
culture is not mixed with some aspects of
metaphysics because societal structures
are much slower in responding to change
compared to the speed of change of the
substructures. People today still have their
needs for rituals and unlimited notions of
metaphysics that can help them to pull
themselves together and withstand the
anger of nature and all it can unleash.

But to the same extent that these cultural
and spiritual values of such notions and
metaphysical imaginations have equal
footing, they are also different in their
forms, shapes and methods. That difference
and diversity do not make some superior to
others -- and if they really and truly seek to
live in peace and harmony with each other,
they should engage in peaceful dialogue in
a spirit of mutual respect e



WE'LL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE

L Al 3530 .&Yll daisls ilol dre alio gl9TT - o141 ols )39 Jsidl Gl o paioo pll 3w i3
2oVl dislb &8 ) dindss Wl (s 29 audb @Sl Blalb pobopllg plasuwll

A4 jounss (@)1 Jadl 4V LS uo pao M

The Roseires Dam on the Blue Nile River was constructed between 1961-1966 near the state capital, Ed
Damazine. The dam supplies electricity to central Sudan and Khartoum and is currently being heightened
toincrease its production.

Roseires, Blue Nile State, December 2009

Aerial view of the GoSS Ministry area of Juba.
Development in the southern capital has exploded
during the CPA period with road networks,
government institutions and public facilities rising
next to businesses and hotels.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, March 2010
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A pumping station operated by the CNPC led
Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company
(GNPOC) in the oil fields north of Bentiu. High-
quality Nile Blend crude from the oil fields of
Unity State is pumped to the refineries and export
terminal in northern Sudan.

Al Regad, Unity State, March 2008
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My Nation, My Freedom, My Life

JOK MADUT JOK [PHD]

Sudan’s history has been rife with conflict. | was born in the midst of the

first civil war (1955-1972) and came of
age during the second (1983-2005), and |
certainly hope that my children do not have
to grow up in a third. But given its history
of conflicts, Sudan is not a place where
one can rule out a third round of war or
more, especially if it maintains its current
political, economic and social structure that
excludes so many groups from the corridors
of power and from access to resources and
services. With such uncertain prospects and
the country’s violent past, it is only natural
that |, and millions of South Sudanese like
myself, have voted for a separate state
from the north.

We were staring history in the face at the
beginning of 2011, and we had two options
in the long awaited referendum on self-
determination in the South. We could have
gone down the path of ratifying a united
Sudan. Or we could have joined hands,
knotted our hearts, voted for separation
and face whatever challenges independence
for Southern Sudan might bring. We opted
for the latter by an overwhelming margin,
and now we will at least face such challenges
with the sense of dignity and honor that
comes from being a free people.

When | look at Sudan and the way it has
developed since the end of British colonial
rule in 1955, | can say with certainty that
Sudan has been astate but has never been
anation, where all people felt pride about
their citizenship. Northern and Southern
Sudanese have really never been one
people, and since the armed conflicts
have strengthened and rigidified separate
northern and southern identities since

independence, it no longer made sense
to keep talking about unity. Here is a
vast country ruled from the center, with a
history of regimes that only took from the
peripheries but gave very little back by way
of social services and public goods.

The history of such center-periphery
relationship has manifested itself in
the form of protracted conflicts that
have caused the loss of millions of lives,
especially in the South. Though the impact of
the last round of war has been unspeakable,
citing it as one of the many reasons for
my desire to live in an independent South
is simply a matter of stating the facts
of history and not a case of expressing
emotions. The constitutional right that
was enshrined by the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement in 2005 for the people of South
Sudan to decide their fate is simply a right
to decide what is best for them. The vote
for separation was not a vote against the
North, but rather a decision to choose a path
different from the one the nation has been
treading for nearly 60 years.

What does separation mean to me? It
means the creation of a nation of which |
can be proud. Separation also means that
Southerners will have an opportunity to
begin a different kind of struggle, one
that aims at establishing peace within the
South, between two independent parts of
Sudan, and between the newly independent
South Sudan and the rest of the world. Such
astruggle will not necessarily be any easier
than an armed struggle against the north.
But separation will mean my freedom, pride
in my nation, my life.

When one looks at Sudan’s landscape, the
beauty of its ancient past, the vastness
of its terrain -- from the savannah of
the greater Bahr el-Ghazal region to the
swamps of the greater Upper Nile region,
from the mountains and forests of Greater
Equatoria to the sand dunes of northern
Sudan, from the hills of eastern Sudan and
the orchards of Kassala to the awesome
Jebel Marra of Darfur and the 99 hills of
the Nuba Mountains -- and above all the
colorful diversity of its people and cultures,
one cannot help but cry over such wasted
resources. An independent South would
lose much of that diversity. It would lose the
strength derived from being part of Africa’s
biggest country, with a massive potential
for greatness on the world stage.

But we in the South have struggled for
60 years to ensure that this greatness
is achieved, and all we got in return was
over three million lives lost in the course
of two prolonged wars. We died for trying
to assert the dignity and humanity of each
Sudanese. So many of our people died
because they wanted to see a Sudan where
no one is excluded from power, resources
or citizenship on any basis whatsoever.
Because of the Southern struggles toreform
Sudan and make it a country we can all be
proud of, Northerners and indeed the world
will not blame Southerners for breaking
away from this great nation. One can say
that it is in fact the Northerners who will
shoulder the responsibility for the break-
up of the country. They have always tried
to impose their own image of what Sudan
looks like, what cultures it practices, and
what identity it adopts.

Does separation mean that the South will
sail smoothly into a future of peace, stability
and prosperity? No Southerner | have
talked to in the course of my travels and
conversations is under any illusion that the
road to independence will be easy. We will
face difficult issues of national cohesion.
There is no question that our collective
struggle against the adversaries in the
north has helped strengthen our sense of
oneness. But to become one “people” with
a sense of pride in our “nation,’ to become
citizens of South Sudan first and citizens
of our tribes second, and for all of us to
put the interests of the nation above our
individual and tribal interests, will require
hard work and the undertaking of a very long
and arduous journey.

To maintain peace and stability within
our own borders will be a monumental
challenge. To monitor and guard our new
international border with the north will
require massive resources, skills, diplomacy
and compromises. To have soft borders
between north and south that allow for
easy population mobility would be desirable.
But it is also fraught with risks of conflict
as both sides will be suspicious of one
another. To have rigid, controlled borders
will victimize those citizens on both sides
who have depended on cross-border
travel for their survival. It will be mutually
beneficial for both countries to maintain a
good neighbourhood.

Theroad to independence and beyond will be
difficult from the standpoints of economic
development, the provision of basic social
services, the forging of good international
relations to foster cooperation and trade,

and our ability to exploit the South’s natural
resources. But do these difficulties diminish
the importance of independence? Most
Southerners would prefer to deal with these
challenges instead of paying the price for
the north’s struggle to maintain unity. These
post-independence problems shall be the
price of freedom, at least in the immediate
future, but they will be overcome just as
every new nation in history has done. South
Sudan will not be unique in its struggles.
But the desire to be free and the euphoria
of that freedom, when it becomes areality,
will surely carry us forward

WE'LL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE



Daughter of The Light

NAFISA AHMED EL AMIN [PHD] | ORIGINAL TEXT AVAILABLE ON PAGE 50 IN ARABIC SECTION | TRANSLATED BY SIDAHMED BILAL

Sudan is a unique country. It is located in the heart of both the African

continent and the Arab world, and | am very
proud of being Sudanese. | have always felt
loved and respected by my country, and this
is why I never thought about immigrating to
aforeign land. Sudan classifies me as one of
its nationalist daughters who fulfilled their
three roles of reproduction, production
and serving the community. It always
honoured me and continues to honour me as
avanguard of the feminist movement who
endured the difficult times of the past when
the traditions were so strong and the sexes
were segregated in every conceivable way.

| was born and bred in Omdurman and lived
there from birth through childhood, youth
and middle age. My father comes from
the village of Wad Ramli, which is about
forty kilometres from Khartoum, and both
Omdurman and Wad Ramli played important
roles in forming my character. So too did my
magnificent mother Sakina and my eldest
brother Amin, who looked after me following
the death of my father.

To this day, | still remember how | sang
about the city of Omdurman with other
children in our neighbourhood:

Our town Omdurman is the best town in
Sudan

It has schools for boys, electricity whose
light is with no smoke

The tram for the lazy and the tarmac for
the blind

| used to feel angry and ask myself why
there was no mention of schools for girls
in the song. It was a question for which |
could find no answer. But it stayed in my

memory until | discovered what it means
to discriminate between a boy and a girl
because of tradition and the dominant
culture. | became one of those Sudanese
who took it upon themselves to correct this.

When | was at primary school, | used to
spend the summer holidays with friends
and relatives at my father’s village of Wad
Ramli. | started to compare their lives with
ours in Omdurman and was troubled by the
vast gap in living conditions between the
two places. InWad Ramli, there was no clean
potable water streaming from an indoor
tap, and villagers had to obtain their water
from wells. There was no electricity or legal
midwife or sanitation facilities. There was
no hospital or clinic, no schools for boys or
girls. I remember discussing all this with my
brother Amin, and the situationin the village
helped toraise my awareness at an early age
of the need to work for the development of
my country.

In my youth, Omdurman was the melting
pot for cultural and political diversity.
Political parties, youth organizations and
the feminist movement were born there. We
lived near the city’s central station where
student demonstrations against colonial
rule took place. Omdurman was the cradle
of the nationalist movement and journalism
in Sudan, the place where songs of religious
praise were composed. The city hosts the
headquarters of National Radio, Television
and Theatre, and all these mediareflect the
multi-cultural heritage of Sudan.

When | entered the workforce, women were
only allowed to hold jobs in the fields of
health and education, and | chose education.

Acceptance of women in the workplace
grew with the passage of time, and poets
and singers reflected that in their works.
Whereas songs and verse once celebrated
only the physical beauty of the female
gender, the poem “Girl of the Homeland”
called on the Sudanese woman to shine “the
light of righteousness” and “spread justice”

In 1952 | became one of the founders of the
Women'’s Union of Sudan, and the feminist
movement became my gateway to political
life. At the dawn of the movement, | used the
nom de plume Ibnat El-Nour (which means
Daughter of the Light) to sign my published
articles. My politics were decidedly
left-wing at a time when the Soviet Bloc
supported national liberation movements
against Western capitalist colonialism.
My volunteer work in the community gave
me the opportunity to meet an ambitious
young man named Kamal Eldeen Othman.
He heard me speak at a rally attended by
men and women, a first for Sudan, and we
later married.

We moved to England where my husband
pursued his post-graduate studies, and
| participated actively in public life and
academic gatherings. | gave birth to my
son Hosam in England and then bore my
daughter Azza after we returned to Sudan.
My love for Sudan grew, and | continued with
my professional, social and political career,
thanks to my modest talents and the support
of my husband whose cooperation helped
me to carry out my duties and confront the
challenges that came my way.

But suddenly my husband passed away when
he was at the peak of his youth, leaving me
to fight under gloomy skies.

Following the loss of my husband, | decided to
continue with my career and public activities
and maintain my social and economic
independence for the sake of my children. |
journeyed to all the regions of the Sudan and
saw for myself how people, and especially
women, lived in the countryside. | saw how
great and patient women were in giving birth,
in farming and raising livestock and making
a living in other fields. | learned that when
educated women mix with uneducated
people, especially in the rural areas, they
do not treat them in a condescending and
arrogant way. They just carry out their work
inavery rational, diplomatic and humane way,
to the point that they gain the confidence of
the people they serve.

| participated with other Sudanese women
inmany cultural, social and political events
at the international and regional levels.
| always wore our national costume, the
thob, which is both elegant and decent and
brings the Sudanese woman admiration and
respect abroad as well as at home.

In general, the Sudanese are a simple,
modest and patient people. They feel proud
of their origins, and they do not put up with
oppression, injustice, defeatism or insult.
The Sudanese citizen excels in his or her
ability to endure difficulties induced by
political instability, natural disasters and
armed conflict.

The civil war between the South and the
North was not a religious conflict. Its
major cause was a feeling of injustice
and inequality in human and economic
development. Sudan is now at a sensitive
crossroads as far as its future and safety
are concerned. The country should adopt
the rule of democracy in full so that it can
enjoy democracy, freedom, justice and
human rights.

Finally, I hope that the Sudanese will be
able to think rationally and take the right
decisions with tolerance and sacrifice so
that the homeland may develop and flourish
with its resources. The world will still look
with confidence and contentment at the
Sudanese in spite of whatever tremors
along the way may have marred our image «

WE'LL MAKE OUR HOMES HERE
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Awoman waits in line to cast her ballot in the long-awaited self-determination referendum for Southern
Sudan. After years of negotiations, southerners peacefully turned out in huge numbers to cast their
ballots overwhelmingly (98.83%) in favour of separation.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011

: Dust from a departing UNMIS helicopter blows
i across the airstrip after delivering ballots and
other voting materials for the Southern Sudan
self-determination referendum.

i Tali, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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A Dinka elder smokes his pipe outside of a
registration centre for the Southern Sudan self-
determination referendum. Eligible voters were
registered in all regions of Sudan along with eight
out-of-country voting locations with a sizeable
Southern Sudanese Diaspora presence.

Pachong, Lakes State, November 2010
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On Coming Home: A Sudanese Experience

ABDELWAHAB EL-AFFENDI [PHD]

It was a particularly emotional homecoming for me when, in the spring of

2009, | disembarked from the improvised
motor boat at the foot of the hill where my
family home had stood for as long as | can
remember. Like all homecomings, there
was a joyous poignancy to this occasion.
It is always such an immense pleasure to
reclaim childhood memories, meet relatives
and old friends, and walk through places
which shaped your perception of the world.
There is also the sadness of realising that
things do not live up to your fond memories,
that places had changed and people too;
that you have outgrown those formative
experiences and no longer relate to them
in ways you had anticipated.

But there were also some unusual
dimensions of pain and loss about this
particular ‘homecoming’ Our home village
was disappearing, not just figuratively but
also physically. Almost a lifetime ago, | had
left our village of Um Duwaima in the heart
of Manasir Land in the North of Sudan by
boat. | still vividly recall that occasion. We
had to walk down the slope from the top
of the hill where our house stood, past my
father’s shop and the mosque. We had then
to walk across the family farms, our palm
grove and village waterwheel. At the bank of
theriver, there was another steep slope to
walk down. Finally, a further walk along the
sandy bank would bring one to the riverside
toboard the boat. These spaces were what
we knew to be home, and where most of our
life experiences took place.

But in this last visit, the boat dropped us
literally at the foot of the hill. Gone was
the sandy bank, the steep slope which used
to fill up only during the seasonal floods,

the palm groves, the farms and the old
mosque. A new mosque, built just at the
foothill, was half under water. During the
previous twelve months, the water behind
the newly built Merowe Dam had risen to its
highest projected level, and everything that
used to shape and sustain life in Manasir
Land had been submerged. Farms, orchards,
schools, clinics, shops and most homes were
gone.People who were tenaciously clinging to
their land lived in huts made of sacks, straw
and palm fronds. They survived on next to
nothing. It was a painful spectacle -- but also
aheart-warming demonstration of heroism,
solidarity and attachment to home.

The term ‘homecoming’ carries multiple
ambiguities inmy case. Um Duwaima is where
my father comes from, and where my paternal
ancestors have lived for centuries. It is also
where | had lived for the first five years of my
life. However, | was born in Berber, over two
hundred kilometres away to the southeast.
Berber is my mother’s birthplace, and itis also
where | spent my formative years and went
to school. Berber had been one of Sudan’s
earliest trading centres, situated as it was
at the hub of trading routes with Egypt to
the north and Sudan’s then leading port of
Suakin on the Red Sea. It has thus acquired a
cosmopolitan air and its population, including
my mother, comes from a diverse ethnic mix.

In 1973, | left Berber for Khartoum where
| started work as a journalist at one of the
two national newspapers. The following
year, | was admitted to the Faculty of Arts
at Khartoum University. | was on the move
again in 1976, this time to Britain where |
enrolled in a flying school in Cumbria to
train as a pilot. | was back in Sudan within a

year and went back to university while still
working as a pilot, living partly in Khartoum
and partly in Wad Medani in Gezira State.
Graduating from university with a degree
in philosophy in 1980, | briefly worked as a
teaching assistant at the university before
moving back to Britain in 1982 where | have
lived ever since.

In practice, therefore, home as far as | am
concerned is the United Kingdom, and
particularly London. It is here that | have
lived longer than any other place, and it is
where the bulk of my professional work is
being done. But this has never managed in
any way to affect my sense of belonging
to my other homes: Um Duwaima, Berber
and Khartoum. Being a Sudanese, like
belonging to the Manasir tribe, is not an
optional attachment: it is a destiny. One
finds it intriguing that, although Sudanese
identity appears to be intensely disputed
and thus fragile, in practice it is tenacious
and overpowering. It is even more so in exile.
Sudanese from various ethnic backgrounds
congregate and display their legendary
conviviality, effortlessly forgetting what
divides them and dwelling instead on what
binds and unites them. | wish they could also
dosoathome.

For us, therefore, homecomings are always
fraught with ambiguities and poignancy. The
Manasir tragedy is perhaps a stark symbol
of the ongoing predicament of Sudan
and similar nations: how to reconcile the
desire for modernisation and change with
the preservation of what is valuable and
dear. It also reminds us that wisdom and
compassion are needed to make this difficult
butindispensable reconciliation much bettere
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A widow mourns her husband who was killed by an unknown armed group the previous night. A series of deadly attacks on the villages surrounding
¢ Jubaand the roads to Kenya and Uganda led to the displacement of civilians and rapid price increases in the regional capital.
¢ Gumbo, Central Equatoria State, October 2006
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E S3lg Ay olll @ pat ¢ jovo &) 9002y olwigégl.oJIMIsU;_\x; SIS Ml Goudl (8 0 pzmio J>I5 a8y 20 Lo | A young boy stands in his shop in the central souk (market). Following the construction of the Aswan ]
B e=dgo J) dall J& 5>T sl JOSFAPATIEYN High Dam in Egypt, the original Wadi Halfa was flooded and the town was moved to its present location. (eIl dg0) Llouwsll damll sbinsl 8Yo <1V gamamiy Jl Ml Men gather for evening prayers at the central bus station.
oF -4 yoiSi Al LY oIl Lil> $3le | WadiHalfa, Northern State, October 2009 a1 ooy )Ll Vo )bl dyso | Gedaref, Gedaref State, June 2010
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.U'ol.é_soylvéa)l)ﬂli?pwf.m g 99 eilell &s)sg ol sheesha pipes mingles with roasted meat and families chat while the temperature drops. o9 ele 9 JoilpYl jaass metric tonnes of sugar cane annually and began exporting ethanol in 2009.
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i Anelderly woman displaced from Abyei stands on the airstrip during an emergency food distribution by the World Food Programme. Fighting between
¢ the SAF and the SPLA killed over 100 people, displaced 50,000 from their homes and left Abyei town in ruins.
. Agok, Abyei Area, May 2008
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AIAAA - 61AQ0 oy JusYl S Nl Sl bglas sly @i . lal> (5319 psbopll bos ) las (S35 &lols) (5 )luweS iSo | Train conductor’s office on the Khartoum - Wadi Halfa rail line. The tracks were originally laid between
: Lagagll wlgs Lls lpogna slisl SxSausll slaoW oS piuitiisS Jlizdl 834dy & puall 4 i)l wlod)l Jus oo | 1895-1898 by the Anglo-Egyptian forces under General Kitchener as a military supply-line during their
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8392l Jle Judl @ o pls oo il gl bagill L).Léi@li}gﬂlg bl il 50> 0)l §Y dasls o 9l Ao Rubkona (left). Bentiu is the capital of oil-rich Unity State, which produces most of Sudan’s high-quality M&p)gé)l)?éop}whbw,\.ﬁi »T@wm Yl &gro >loey w;wwwewm»i A sheikh at Kalma IDP camp on the outskirts of Nyala. Kalma camp is one of the largest IDP camps in
Nile blend crude. Ao e, o,o,dSi Darfur housing over 100,000 residents.
ol A uw)lo 3a>9)l 4Vgy oaiil Liyao | Bentiu, Unity State, March 2008 a1 ouigy )99)1> Lai> 4V 4odS puse | Kalma, South Darfur State, June 2010




A seasonal worker walks through fields of chili in the Gezira Scheme. The area between the Blue and White Niles south of Khartoum is one of the

. largestirrigation projects in the world and the most productive agricultural region in Sudan. The scheme is fed by a series of canals from the Blue Nile.
¢ ElMedina Arab, El Gezira State, June 2010
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¢ Migrant workers cross the Nubian Desert by truck
insearch of gold. Recent discoveries of gold in the
area around Atbara have brought prospectors from
across Sudan seeking their fortune or at least a
meager income.

Nubian Desert, Nile State, October 2009
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Station No. 4 on the Khartoum — Wadi Halfa train line. Sudan boasts one of the most extensive train networks in Africa with over 5000 kms (3100
miles) of track. However, years of neglect and ageing infrastructure have drastically reduced the efficiency of train service.
Station No. 4, Northern State, October 2009
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; Elderly Misseriyawoman arrives at her dry-season
home in the Abyei area.
Todaj, Abyei Area, January 2009
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.ok xsdl baiw ¢ro yeubl duwas (o J31 Jub pIAAO ole S Loeill saell 445 o wpdlly ploys ob s>bwll 351 | A mosque in Omdurman next to the tomb of the Mahdi who died in 1885, less than five months after
the fall of Khartoum.
aorl- ).1935i pob )l 4Vg glo)s pi Omdurman, Khartoum State, October 2010
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Young girls watch as newly trained Southern Sudan Police Service cadets parade on the airstrip. Many
SPLA soldiers were transferred to other uniformed services including the police, prisons and wildlife
following the signing of the CPA.

Torit, Eastern Equatoria State, October 2006
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Young men stand atop their Senke motorcycles to get a better view of musical performances during
the first anniversary celebration of Miraya FM radio at Juba University. Miraya FM s jointly funded and
operated by UNMIS and Fondation Hirondelle

Juba, Central Equatoria State, June 2007




© AnSPLA soldier stands in front of traditionally adorned Mundari women during a visit of former US President Jimmy Carter highlighting the ongoing
fight against Guinea Worm. Eradicated in most of the world, Guinea Worm continues to be endemic in Southern Sudan and the region accounts for
i 90% of worldwide cases.

Molujore, Central Equatoria State, February 2010
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A trader waits for customers at the El Obeid commodity market, where truckloads of gum arabic and
other products are sold. Sudan produces 80% of the global supply of gum arabic, a sticky resin produced
by the Acacia senegal tree and used in everything from shampoo to fizzy drinks to pharmaceuticals.

El Obeid, Northern Kordofan State, November 2010
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A Rashaida elder stands outside his home on the outskirts Kassala. Eastern Sudan has long been
underdeveloped and the area accounts for some of the highest rates of malnutrition in the country.
Malamiye, Kassala State, June 2010
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Children play in their family homestead on the rocky slopes of the Nuba Mountains. Though geographically
in northern Sudan, many Nuba joined the SPLM/A and the region saw fierce fighting during the long civil war.

Kauda, Southern Kordofan State, June 2009
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Dinka Bor returnees drop their belongings at an IOM waystation after arriving by barge from Juba.
Following the signing of the CPA, many of the estimated 4 million southern IDPs and 500,000 refugees
began returning to their ancestral homes.

Bor, Jonglei State, February 2007




; Elderly Nuba woman waits at a water pump in the

arid Nuba Mountains.
Kauda, Southern Kordofan State, June 2009
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Adestroyed tank sits on the plains on the outskirts of Nasser. In1991, dissident commanders from the SPLA
announced a coup in Nasser, which led to fierce inter-factional fighting between the two southern groups.
Nasser, Upper Nile State, October 2009




Young men play pool on the Port Sudan corniche in the shadow of the container terminal, which serves as the primary point of import/export for
international trade. Port Sudan is also the terminus of the oil pipeline where Sudanese crude is loaded for export.
Port Sudan, Red Sea State, October 2009
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; Photographers wait for clients at the their shop

in the Riyadh Family Park.
Khartoum, Khartoum State, May 2010
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A fisherman brings his boat and nets to shore at dusk. Lake Nubia, known as Lake Nasser in Egypt, is
the reservoir created by the Aswan High Dam that was completed in 1970.
Wadi Halfa, Northern State, October 2009
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S)lo s pie] s3> Gl slyg ol w loio &y Jolge slxz Joaudl cradlai . dpawsll Joauwdl po il location and suffers from seasonal flooding. The floods have been exacerbated by human factors with dalai) slopdl pasiigs . slow > Gl gulilly wbloaml) olediiudl dlblio 9 s Gl pogsilly (s Ll 43S both the animals and humans from biting insects such as the tsetse fly and mosquito that are omnipresent
olwal) dumdall aypuedll | insufficient drainage and newly constructed roads interrupting natural drainage patterns. -aglasdl ro 2uall jusot) geladll sle) gzl | in the swampy area. The ash is used to cover the bodies of the cattle keepers for further protection.
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A young boy recites verses from the Qu'ran at the Khalwah (Qu'ranic school) run by the local Sufi order.
Umm Aidan, Sennar State, June 2010
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Musicians play traditional instruments on the Ethiopian-Sudan border.
Qeissan, Blue Nile State, December 2009
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View of the Nile River just south of the third cataract. Kerma was the seat of the first independent
kingdom of Kush and has been inhabited since 2400BC making it one of the oldest urban settlements
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Kerma, Northern State, October 2009
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A young boy holds a toy AK-47 that he fashioned out of bamboo and mud.
Nasser, Upper Nile State, October 2009
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Arebel from the Sudan Liberation Army lounges in front of two UNAMID armoured personnel carriers
during a meeting between SLA commanders and peace envoys from the UN and African Union.
Umm Rai, Northern Darfur State, February 2007
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Young boys chase a goat into the wadi (dry riverbed). Seasonal rains will flood the river flowing out of
the Jebel Marra massif and irrigate the surrounding land.
Saraf Omra, Northern Darfur State, June 2010
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Tukuls are perched on the rocky hilltops of the Nuba Mountains. Kauda was the capital of the SPLM/A
held region during the civil war.
Kauda, Southern Kordofan State, June 2009




A man walks through a haboob (intense sandstorm typical in Sudan and other arid regions).
Kulbus, Western Darfur State, June 2010
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A Misseriya woman thatches her dry-season shelter upon arriving in the Abyei area after their months long journey from the northern areas of Southern
i Kordofan State. The semi-nomadic Misseriya move south into the fertile Abyei area during the dry-season to reach grazing areas for their cattle.
¢ Todaj, Abyei Area, January 2009
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A Dinka Bor returnee waits in an International
Organization of Migration (IOM) truck at Juba
airport before flying back to Jonglei State.
Juba, Central Equatoria State, March 2007
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A man guides his donkey cart across the dunes of Jebel Barkal and the historical city of Napata, which

were listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 2003. Napata became the capital of the kingdom of

Kush in the 12th Century BC.
Karima, Northern State, October 2009




¢ Ayoung Ambororo girl, traditionally adorned. The
¢ Ambororo are a nomadic people originally from
West Africa who have lived in Sudan for hundreds
of years. They are spread widely across the country
¢ from Darfur through Southern Sudan to Blue Nile.
i Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, November 2010
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Young children stand in the kitchen of their homestead on the rocky hills of the Nuba Mountains.
Kauda, Southern Kordofan State, June 2009
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¢ ANuer man with detailed scarification on his face.
: Many Sudanese tribes practice scarification and
though efforts to curb the rite of passage for safety
and hygienic reasons have reduced its frequency,
¢ itcontinuesinrural areas.

. Bentiu, Unity State, November 2008
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A camel herder guides his animals to grazing areas and water.
Jebel Hamra, Northern Darfur State, June 2010
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Avyoung girl watches as SPLA soldiers parade prior to their redeployment to Juba. The SPLA reinforced
their positions in parts of Eastern Equatoria State to counter the ongoing attacks by the Ugandan Lord’s
Resistance Army.

Obbo, Eastern Equatoria State, October 2007
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Aboy casts his net into the Yabus River near the Ethiopian border.
Yabus, Blue Nile State, December 2009




¢ Arebel commander from the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) listens to discussions during a meeting between the SLA and the UN and African Union
¢ mediators attempting to find a peaceful resolution to the Darfur conflict.
Umm Rai, Northern Darfur State, February 2007
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E h;»uuwb),\.u . Jolidl Mol du8lasl gjsi@AJIWMJJI@MIg bl delvo uf\)lxijldfa&gpgb)ﬁ”d_éidgﬂ The Khartoum skyline has been transformed by the oil boom and relative peace of the CPA period. Newly Wilaxdl o) p»i!l[;.b"w,\ﬂldjmg Gaga=l plaill L dubile d8)as b )l GsS M )9 o plaiy Wl ke ©lis Young girls wait for their turn to ride bumper cars at a family park. Faced with limited entertainment
¥ il Glass (L o oy dubnaidl ol juidl 52>y | constructed oil company headquarters flank a Mosque on the banks of the Blue Nile. bl pasy x5 Ul &ulilell opportunities, family parks offer one of the few options.
oF 1+ jsiSi cpabo )l Vs pobo )l | Khartoum, Khartoum State, October 2010 o1 sulo cpabo p3Jl 4Ygs oloys ol | Omdurman, Khartoum State, May 2010
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The family of SPLA Major Mabior Mading mourn over his casket at the family homestead. Major Mading
was killed during an attack on Duk Padiet village in Jonglei State days earlier. The attack killed at least
160 people during a period of great insecurity across Southern Sudan and particularly in Jonglei State.
Rumbek, Lakes State, September 2009
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Dinka Ngok residents of Abyei celebrate the decision of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
redefining the borders of the Abyei Area. After the deadly fighting in May 2008, the two CPA partners
referred the status of the Abyei Area to the PCA for a final and binding resolution.

Abyei Town, Abyei Area, July 2009
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Rural landscape of Gedaref State.
El Galabat locality, Gedaref State, June 2010
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Children displaced by Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) attacks on their village. Initially a Ugandan problem,
the LRA has wreaked havoc across the entire region with recent activities centered on the border region
between Western Equatoria State, the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic.
Yambio, Western Equatoria State, July 2009




Awoman collects water from a lake. Bau is located in central Blue Nile State and formed a part of the long frontline during the north-south civil war
and witnessed intense fighting.

Bau, Blue Nile State, December 2009
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Le,xAJb_c@T@_\.)LAI WNIO)&'(}ME@')MIMQQ@Q Lozl My dgae e saiell Joguulb 8ulse | Graves on the plains above Old Dongola. Founded in the 5th century, Old Dongola reached its pinnacle coa)Wh e )l dadS ) S s 9 Aol Aldall olll 35150 .x>b olll Lle Jooml) rpinily solle 9 o My sLw Women line up jerry cans for water at one of the few functional water points in the sprawling Kalma
. ol ol 3 pi8l sl.ijii.o.e,o&.ig,\n ool Llois Sl bl o el during the 10th century when it was an important city during the Christian Nubian period. Leal8Yl 8 wl Sl )V;ST 2l awigw)&wgwgi 9913 3 el s3> Sbs)l Reg IDP camp. As the Darfur conflict intensified, Kalma grew into one of the largest camps in the region.
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Young men sell tobacco and other products at a small market in Kurmuk locality.
Deim Mansur, Blue Nile State, December 2009
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Sacks of hibiscus (known locally as karkade) are weighed and loaded onto trucks at the El Obeid commodity
market, which is a hub for trade in agricultural products from Kordofan and Darfur.
El Obeid, Northern Kordofan State, November 2010




A Beja camel herder brings his animals to a watering hole on the road between Suakin and Kassala.
Erheib, Red Sea State, October 2009
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au8lasl Rido3 e pwlall Jlabo¥l o (Ml Juzmanss oo @ plg . dldiio LIPRVIRRIIENY Gaz¥l gsalsiy LJLéJoi Children learn the English alphabet at a makeshift school. While millions of children are now enrolled
.dlacs 510 cagibl sy Be) hilo pusl) LQJ)SJ Loz &S (9 el Jlais] Ut Sl il sy gt JyoSl sbiael 1] | A member of the choir sings hymns during a celebration at the Juba Episcopal Church in honour of .40l )00 eal=ill wldladoy L&5Y lzedzll oo yasdl 9 @S oIVl Ml | inschool following the signing of the CPA, in many communities the facilities are woefully inadequate
outgoing Bishop Michael Luga. for effective learning.
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Armed civilians stand on the airstrip following a deadly attack on the village that left more than 160 people
dead. Jonglei State was wracked with intense inter-tribal violence during 2009 that left approximately
2,000 people dead and displaced tens of thousands.

Duk Padiet, Jonglei State, September 2009
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Arecently returned family who had lived for years as refugees in Uganda settles into their home.
Nimule, Eastern Equatoria State, October 2008




Young Jikany Nuer girls dance following the agreement of the bride price for one of their age mates. In many pastoral societies marriage negotiation
is a complicated process involving extended families reaching agreement on the number of cattle to be paid as dowry.
Jikmer, Upper Nile State, October 2009
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Weekly goat and camel market on the border of Gedaref and Kassala States. Traders come from as
far as Egypt and the Gulf States searching for Sudanese camels that are prized for their racing ability.
Debania, Gedaref State, June 2010
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Aman leads his camels across the Darfurian desert to collect water for his village from one of the few sources.
Southeast of Kafod, Northern Darfur State, June 2010
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A poet from eastern Sudan performs for his friends and visitors at a livestock market.
Wad Medani, El Jazira State, June 2010
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A Rashaida elder sits in his home while his wife prepares coffee.
Malamiye, Kassala State, June 2010




A young girl walks through a cattle camp milking the cows before they are taken out for grazing. The cattle camp had recently arrived in Abyei town
after moving north from the Twic Dinka areas of Warrab State due to flooding.
Abyei Town, Abyei Area, January 2009
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The Muezzin calls the faithful to Friday prayers at
the Sufi Mosque.
Umm Aidan, Sennar State, June 2010
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Women weep following a raid on their homestead and the theft of their herd of goats.
Chukudum, Eastern Equatoria State, April 2007




Children play in the fuselage of a crashed Sudan
Armed Forces Antonov bomber. A local resident
remarked on the plane, “This plane came and killed
many people and then it died here”

Raja, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, February 2007
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A nomadic girl raises water from a ground well for her families’ animals at one of the few water sources
on the edge of the Jebel Marra massif.
Birkat Seira, Northern Darfur State, June 2010




Aerial view of the ‘three towns’ of Khartoum (L), Omdurman (top) and Bahri (R) and the confluence of the White and Blue Niles. Construction, particularly
in Khartoum, has exploded during the CPA period.
Khartoum, Khartoum State, January 2009
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A leather craftsmen works in his shop in the old town of Suakin. Located on the Red Sea, Suakin was
formerly Sudan’s most important port but has now been eclipsed by Port Sudan. During the time of the
Hajj, pilgrims from across Africa will depart for the journey across the Red Sea to Mecca.

Suakin, Red Sea State, October 2009
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Aerial view of a homestead on the outskirts of Kuajok. The local Dinka community are cattle pastoralists
who engage in subsistence farming to supplement the income and food derived from their cattle.
Kuajok, Warrab State, April 2010




¢ A young Misseriya girl arrives in her dry-season
home. The Misseriya migrate south during the dry-
season to find suitable pastures for their cattle
and return north with the rains.

Todaj, Abyei Area, January 2009
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A young girl displaced by fighting in Abyei is
i treated at a clinic south of the River Kiir/Bahr el

Arab. Fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army killed over
100 people, displaced 50,000 from their homes

. and left Abyei town in ruins.

Malual Aleu, Abyei Area, May 2008
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A woman sings during a traditional dance
performance.
Roseires, Blue Nile State, December 2009
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0l3smdl slosl Rraz cro @l 0, ++ ¢ro xiST oy iy dxolodl o8 Sl ol uialS g dxsolodl bl yal) lelS &iaw Loy private, non-sectarian institution that has six undergraduate schools and two graduate schools with
: over 5,000 students from across Sudan.
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Young boys at a cattle camp. Cattle are integral part of all aspects of the pastoralist life from the payment of cattle for dowry or compensation to
the nourishment provided by the milk. Life in the cattle camp begins early with the women and girls milking the cows at dawn before the men take
the herd out to graze.

Bor, Jonglei State, May 2009
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The bride and groom enjoy their first dance at their wedding reception.
Mijak, Abyei Area, July 2009
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Sufi’'s beat drums and work themselves into a fervor during celebrations to mark the anointing of a Sufi
Sheikh. Sufism first came to Sudan in the 16th century and became significant in the 18th.
Umm Aidan, Sennar State, June 2010
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Young boys are carried through their village on their father’s shoulders as they prepare for their
circumcision, which symbolizes the beginning of a new life whereby a boy starts on the path of becoming
aman. The ritual will generally take place when the boy is between 6 and 8 years old.

Kuthakou, Abyei Area, January 2009

gl dsylice 151 alsty YlaimY JMs po sy duaie bauvg puws Lol
T 1+ saigy )iw AVgs plas ol

An ostrich walks among Sufi worshippers during celebrations to mark the anointing of a Sufi Sheikh.
Umm Aidan, Sennar State, June 2010




Mohammed Ahmed sits in his home near the banks of the Nile. Nubia stretches from just south of Dongola to Aswan in Egypt and its people are a
distinct ethnic group with their own language, traditions and a rich history dating back more than 4,000 years.
Abri, Northern State, October 2009
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Voters are given instructions on how to cast their
ballots in the Southern Sudan self-determination
referendum.

Juba, Central Equatoria, January 2011
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Crowds wave banners in support of secession at
a rally organized by the SPLM Youth League on
the eve of the Southern Sudan self-determination
referendum. After the largely peaceful vote,
98.83% of voters had opted for secession in the
plebiscite.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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Long queues of voters began forming the night before the open of polling in the Southern Sudan self-
determination referendum. Women waited to cast their vote at Dr. John Garang's mausoleum where
GoSS President Salva Kiir Mayardit cast the first ballot.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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| Cattle belonging to Dinka Twic from Warrap

i exchange of cattle used as dowry in marriages and
¢ toresolve disputes within the community.
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State move into the Abyei Area as floods have
inundated their pastures further south. Cattleare :
the backbone of the pastoralist economy withan

Duop, Abyei Area, January 2009
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Chinese National Petroleum Company (CNPC)
gas station in Khartoum. Chinais both the largest
investor in Sudanese oil industry and largest
consumer of oil exports. CNPC is the largest
shareholder in many of the most productive oil
concessions in the country.

Khartoum, Khartoum State, July 2009
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Aerial view of the PETRODAR (CNPC and Petronas led consortium operating the concession) oil facility.
Approximately 80% of Sudan’s proven oil reserves are located in the south, the vast majority of which
is pumped from Unity and Upper Nile States.

Paloich, Upper Nile State, August 2007
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Candles are placed around the tomb of Dr. John i

Garang during the celebration of Martyr's Day,
which commemorates all those who lost their lives
during Sudan’s civil wars. Dr. Garang was killed in
a helicopter crash on 30 July 2005, three weeks
after he was sworn in as First Vice President of
the Sudan.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, July 2008
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President Omar Hassan al Bashir speaks at CPA
Day celebrations on the second anniversary of the
peace accord. GoSS President Salva Kiir Mayardit
is on the left.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2007
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The last members of President Omar Hassan al Bashir's delegation board the presidential jet as it prepares
to depart Juba. President Bashir visited Juba days ahead of the Southern Sudan self-determination
referendum and committed to respecting the will of the voters.

Juba, Central Equatoria State, January 2011
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A resident of Abyei waits outside a makeshift
health clinic after fleeing the town during deadly
clashes between SAF and SPLA.

Malual Aleu, Abyei Area, May 2008
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¢ Abyei Town lay in ruins following intense fighting

between SAF and SPLA in May 2008, which killed
more than a hundred people and displaced 50,000.
Both the resident Dinka Ngok and the nomadic
Misseriya who graze their cattle in the region
during the dry season claim Abyei as their own.
Abyei Town, Abyei Area, June 2008
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Women wait for the numbers to be called during citizen hearings in Blue Nile State. The citizen hearings
are anintegral part of the Popular Consultation process, which were designed to ascertain the views of the
population of Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan States about whether the CPA had met their expectations.
Musfa, Blue Nile State, January 2011
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¢ Aman suffering from bone tuberculosis is treated
ataregional hospital. Health facilities in severely
underdeveloped Southern Sudan are few and
far between and often lack trained personnel,
equipment and supplies.

Chukudum, Eastern Equatoria State, April 2007
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¢ Theremains of arocket propelled grenade (RPG) lies
© inacivilian area of Malakal following deadly clashes
between SAF and SPLA. Malakal has been the scene
i of many of the most serious security violations of
the CPA and continues to be a tense area. :
Malakal, Upper Nile State, December 2006
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Women walk to collect water following a haboob (dust storm). Access to limited water supplies in the
arid region of Darfur has been one key driver of the conflict.
Kulbus, Western Darfur, June 2010
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UN Military Observers (UNMOs) and SPLA
counterpart interview a local police officer
following a deadly attack on the village the previous
night. UNMOs are unarmed military officers who
are tasked with monitoring and verifying aspects
of the CPA.

Gumbo, Central Equatoria State, October 2006
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Officers from the Southern Sudan Police Service
practice VIP Protection tactics following a
intensive training by UN Police serving with UNMIS.
Juba, Central Equatoria State, July 2007
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Children watch as a UNAMID long-range patrol passes by. UNAMID has been trying to expand their
patrolling into critical areas. This ten-day patrol covered over 1000 km’s and was the longest patrol to
date conducted by the mission.

Kulbus, Western Darfur State, June 2010
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Arab nomads bring their animals to a water point
¢ at the edge of Jebel Marra massif. -
¢ Birkat Seira, Northern Darfur State, June 2010
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© Soldiers from the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) :

gather for a meeting with UN and AU peace
negotiators during attempts to find a peaceful
solution to the Darfur conflict.

: Umm Rai, Northern Darfur State, February 2007
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Soldiers from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a Ugandan rebel group that has been operating in
Southern Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Central African Republic, at an assembly
point on the Sudan - DRC border. Peace talks between the Government of Uganda and the LRA were
organized by the GoSS but failed to reach an agreement.

Ri-Kwangba, Western Equatoria State, April 2008
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: Jebel Kordofan on the outskirts of El Obeid at

sunset. The baobab tree in the foreground is a

common sight throughout the state anditisableto :
survive the harsh climate by storing up to 120,000
¢ liters of water in their hollow trunk. :
. Jebel Kordofan, Northern Kordofan State,

November 2010

~ona il L.J9)—é:\-LCubH3J| &)lidie Lle pl83)S iz
i slil Ruaz (9 Bollo aguine 9o doasll (5 Llol 8 xud
L alisdl 145 e <layl 5y il 0.ty cacllaiiw] 15 &Yl
- Il dioy Lo gy P> oo dwlal] a5 lill g plall 8

ol lgeiz 8 olull o 1 1T+,

A1+ Jaadei (pl83)S Jloud Vo S OB83)S Ju>

Aerial view of villages in the Nuba Mountains. The
stone terraces help keep the soil from eroding
on the rocky hills and allow the community to
cultivate during the rainy season when the hills
are an explosion of green.

Kauda, Southern Kordofan State, June 2009
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The view of Sese village and the River Nile from ancient Nubian ruins perched high above the surrounding
landscape. Sese island is one of the largest in the Nile and sits between the second and third cataract.
Sese Island, Northern State, October 2009
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